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The National Convention of the Dlsdples 
of Christ, held in Spring;field, Illinois, Octo- 
ber 16-23, 18961 ad<^ted the following recom- 
mendations: 

"I, That tills conTcntioti approve the Idea of 
adding, within certain limits, the edocationBl feature 
to the Christian Endeavor Sodetiea among us. This 
added educational feature shall indnde helps for 
the a^rstematic reading of the Bible, a selected course 
of reading concemiag missions in general, and our 
own missions in particular, and thorough instruction 
aa to the origin, the principles, and the history of our 
own movement for the restoration of New Testament 
Chriatianit;. 

"a. That this convention approve of the purpose 
to provide a series of hand-books for onr jovag peo- 
ple coveriag the fields not already aatiafactorily cor- 
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FOREWORD 



The special pnrpose of these studies is to 
outline for young people the doctrinal posi- 
tion of the Disciples of Christ. 

As a religious people, we are peculiar. 
We stand for a distinctive plea. We have 
been calling the attention of men to a set of 
principles, "first principles," new prin- 
ciples, that are at the same time as old as 
Christianity. Are they worthy? Are they 
worth the contention? Have they reformed 
and are they reforming in any ^ense relig- 
ious society? Are they true to the Bible, 
and are we true to them? Would they, if 
accepted by all Christians, accomplish any- 
thing that others would not accomplish? 
Have we been purposeless iconoclasts, or 
have we, as wise master-builders, been lay- 
ing deep, broad and eternal foundations 
where all the religious world may build — 
foundations that can never be shaken, and a 
structure that shall be a glory to all the 
. earth? These are questions worthy of con- 
sideration. 

We believe, and therefore speak. The 
word of Christ and the body of Christ, as in 
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the beginning, is the plea of the Disciples of 
Christ We urge a return to first principles, 
not to any code of new principles, but to 
the old principles of New Testament Chris- 
tianity; not to faith, repentance and baptism 
simply, but to Christ in place of creed, the 
preaching of Christ instead of the dogmas 
and notions of men, obedience to Christ 
instead of obedience to human authority, 
and living unto Christ instead of living unto 
the world. 

Let Christ alone be King. Let His will be 
done throughout the world. Let His kingdom 
come in my heart and yours, and in the 
hearts of all people. Let the whole army of 
Christ's men and Christ's women, with these 
first orders, and along these first paths, 
move forward under Him alone as Captain of 
their salvation, and can the world stand 
before the invincible phalanx? 

The writer lays no claim to original merit 
in these pages. He has unconsciously, no 
doabt, followed the usual trend of those 
who have advocated in America, and now in 
all the world, these positions. He acknowl- 
edges his indebtedness to Alexander Camp- 
bell and other leaders of the "Current 
Reformation" in the preparation of this 
volume. Other featiu^s of Bible doctrine 
pecnliar in some measure to the Disciples, 
and additional arguments for those here 
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presented, will suggest themselves. Re- 
member, this is a handbook, and makes no 
pretension to exhaustive treatment of the 
issues made by the leaders of our religious 
movement If it helps young or old to a 
better appreciation of the great fundamental 
teachings of our holy religion, its purpose 
will be met. P. D. POWER. 

Washington, D. C, September, 1899, 
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Bible Doctrine 

CHAPTER I 

RIGHTLY DIVIDIKG THE WORD 

The title-page of the Bible reads; "The 
Holy Bible, containing the Old and New 
Testaments," In dealing with the Book we 
want to know what it is as a whole, what 
are its parts or divisions, and, of all its 
revelations and teachings, what personally 
afEects ns. A book which is established and 
recognized as The Book, the revelation o£ 
God from Heaven, the oldest, wisest, truest 
of all books, the Book of Knowledge, of 
Law, and of Religion, the only explanation of 
man's origin and destiny, the certain guide 
and rule of faith and duty; the Book is 
before us, and the command is, "Search the 
Scriptures," and the promise, "You shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free." How important that we should study 
to divide it rightly and apply to ourselves 
that which belongs to us ! 

Bible is the Greek word "biblion" — 
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"book." As applied to the collective vol- 
ume of the sacred writings it cannot be 
traced above the foarth century. Chrysos- 
tom first designated the entire collection by 
this title, and he first nsed the name Divine 
Books, or "Holy Bible." The names found 
in the Book itself are Oracles, Scriptnre, 
and Covenant: Rom. 3: i, a; Heb. 5: la; I 
PeL 4:11; Acts 7 :38; II Tim. 3:14-17; II 
Pet. 3: 16; Heb. 8:13. 

The most elementary division of the Book 
is fotmd on its title-page. Though not given 
by inspiration, it is correct. It is of highest 
importance that we should give due regard to 
these divisions. Bewilderment and con- 
fusion must attend our study if these are 
neglected. Ages, dispensations and cov- 
enants must be arranged in order; events, 
personages, prophecies, fulfillments, dis- 
courses, cases, laws, letters, must stand in 
their proper relations. Paul declares: 
"God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by a Son." — Heb. 1:1. 
Here is one grand division of the Word of 
truth marked out with utmost clearness. 
The Word is divided into that which God 
spake in times past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, and that which He has in these 
last days spoken unto us by Jesus Christ our 
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Lord. That which was spoken in ancient 
times unto the fathers is contained in the 
Old Testament; that which has been 
spoken in these last days nnto ns in the 
New Testament God speaks in both 
instances, only there is a difference in the 
channel of communication, in the messages, 
and in the persons addressed. To the fathers 
he spoke by prophets, men chosen and 
inspired to be the vehicle of this revelation, 
while to us He speaksby HisSon, "whom He 
hath appointed heir of all things," who was 
the "bnghtness of His glory, and the express 
image of His person, " 

Most important of all, however, is the fact 
that what God spoke in time past by the 
prophets was spoken unto the fathers, but 
what he has spoken in these last days by His 
Son has been spoken unto us. That was a 
guide to the fathers; this is our guide. 
That developed the religion of the Jewish 
and Patriarchal ages; this reveals the relig- 
ion of the new or Christian age. That was 
the will of God with reference to the fathers ; 
this is the will of God with reference to us. 
That was the dim foreshadowing and 
gradual unfolding of the great scheme of 
redemption ; this the full, unshadowed, 
dazzling disclosure of the Father's wonder- 
ful love, the Son's all-satisfying sacrifice, 
the soul's divine life and indestructible joy. 
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We are not to close the Old Testament 
because the New has so glorious a revelation 
for us. We are not to regard the literature 
of the Old Covenant as of no value to us 
because the New has taken its place. Prin- 
ciples are there which are fundamental and 
eternal. In fact the New Testament lies 
concealed there. Christ is there in the 
prophecies. The whole Jewish system is pre- 
paratory and introductory. Still, these 
Testaments are far from being of equal im- 
portance to us. In the seventh, eighth, ninth 
and tenth chapters of Hebrews, Paul tells us 
that God has enjoined two Testaments or 
Covenants, both dedicated by blood. The 
lirst was national, temporal, local ; the second 
spiritual, universal and perpetual. The for- 
mer issued to the Jewish nation from Sinai ; 
the latter announced to the world from Mount 
Zion. The Old ceased to be in force in the 
year 33, on the day of the Jewish Passover, 
at the ninth hour of the day, being nailed to 
the cross; the New was proclaimed the same 
year, on the day of Pentecost, about the 
third hour of the day, by inspired ambassa- 
dors of the risen Lord in the city of Jerusa- 
lem. 

Having determined the two great divisions 
of the Word, let us seek its sub-divisions. 
First, in reference to the Old Testament. 
Jesus said: "These are the words I spake 
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unto you while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled which were written 
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the Psalms concerning me, " — Luke 
34:44. Here Christ distinctly divides the 
Old Testament into three parts. Ezra's 
division was also threefold: the law, the 
prophets, and the holy writings. 

Coming to the New Testament, we readily 
perceive there are four divisions; the 
evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, the memoirs or biographies of Jesus; 
the Acts of Apostles, being an account of 
the doings and teachings of the Apostles, 
particularly of Peter and Paul in publishing 
Christianity and establishing the church; 
the Epistles, twenty-two books addressed by 
Apostles to churches and individual Chris- 
tians ; and, lastly, the Book of Revelation, 

That we may study the New Testament 
profitably — and the New Testament contains 
that which was written to us — we must have 
a clear understanding of the nature and 
design of these several classes of books. 
First, then, the books of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John are so similar in their nature 
that no one can doubt but a common design 
guided each of the four writers. Luke, in 
the first verse of Acts, in describing the 
character of his former treatise, describes 
as properly the nature of each of the other 
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boolEs. — Acts i: I. Each of the gospels 
attempts to give a fair account of "all that 
Jesus began both to do and teach." And 
tbe design is clearly set forth in Luke i : 4, 
"that thou mightest know the certainty of 
those things wherein thou hast been 
instructed." John is more specific: Jno. 
30:30, 31. These books, therefore, contain 
such a record of "all things that Jesus began 
both to do and to teach" as was necessary to 
produce the conviction that Jesus was the 
Christ ; and this in order that those so con- 
vinced "might have life throngh His name." 
That we may rightly understand the 
Acts of Apostles, it is necessary to bear in 
mind, as recorded in the Gospels, that the 
twelve Apostles were specially selected in 
the lifetime of Jesus, and trained by his 
instruction and life for the great work to 
which they were subsequently commissioned ; 
that the word of the Father, spoken by the 
Son, was by him committed to those chosen 
embassadors; that, in order to fit them sttll 
further for their work, they were com- 
manded to "tarry in Jerusalem until they be 
endued with power from on high" ; that the 
Holy Spirit was to be given to them to 
"guide them Into all truth"; that their 
powers are defined by Christ when he says: 
Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall 
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ys^ loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" — 

Itis Matt i8;i8; "In the regeneration ye shall 

jiji sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 

.];) tribes of Israel;" "He that receiveth you 

jtyi receiveth me;" and finally in the commis- 

tee sion, "Go ye into all the world, and preach 

Jm the gospel to every creature. He that 

ntai! believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but 

fpi he that believeth not shall be damned," — 

nt) Mark 16: 16; Matt. 38: 18-36; Luke 24: 46, 

■ lit 47- 

cot- Now, the Acts of Apostles is simply a 

ne." record of the manner in which the Apostles 

ttie acted under this commission. Here is the 

J ii history of the introduction of Christianity, 

tie first in Jerusalem, then in Samaria, and then 

J is in the uttermost parts of the earth. It gives 

liis! the preaching of the Apostles and the results 

. M that attended their labors; the manner of 

[^;. presenting the truth to Jews and Gentiles, to 

the all classes and conditions of men, the con- 

jeii version of men and women, and the estab- 

lishmeut and organization of the churches of 

jni-| Christ. In some respects the Acts of 

be Apostles is the most important book in the 

(he Bible, since from it we learn what it is to 

to preach the Gospel, what conversion is, and 

eij what the Church of Christ is. Nowhere in 

— :i the Prophets, the Gospels, or the Epistles 

be can we learn how the Gospel is to be 

^ - preached to the nations, what men must do 
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to become Christians, or how the Church of 
Christ is to be organized and carry on the 
work of its great Founder and Head. No- 
where else in the Bible have we the answer 
to the question, "What must I do to be 
saved?" Here we have the history of the 
conversion of individuals and the conversion 
of thousands. In this Book we have model 
preachers, model sermons, and those that 
heard and obeyed were model converts to all 
sinners in every age and every land. 

The third division in the New Testament 
is the Apostolic Epistles. They were 
addressed to individuals and to churches, 
and were evidently designed to furnish 
instruction in righteousness. To show men 
how to become Christians but one book 
is needed, for the way is so plain that "the 
wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err 
therein," and Christianity is adapted to the 
ignorant and uncultured as well as to the 
wise and gifted, but men must grow in 
grace, they must add to their faith all the 
excellences of Christian living, and the food 
for their growth is here abundantly fur- 
nished. The babe finds "the unadulterated ■ 
milk of the word," and the strong man 
"meat," These Epistles do not tell men 
how to become Christians, but how to live 
as Christians, They do not answer the 
question, "What must I do to be saved?" 
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but, "How may I work out my salvation?" 
The last division of the New Testament is 
the Apocalypse. Its title explains its origin 
and purpose : "The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, to show unto his servants things 
which must shortly come to pass." — Rev. 
1:1. It is the prophetic department of the 
New Testament. 

If any man is in search of the evidences of 
the Messiahship and divine sonship of Jesus 
be should go to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 

John. If he wishes to know what to do to 
ecome a Christian and what were the con- 
stitution, order, and discipline of the 
Church of -Christ, he should go to the Acts 
of Apostles. If he desires to be instructed 
more fully in the ways of righteousness that 
he may grow in grace and knowledge, he 
should go to the Epistles. If he would pry 
deeply into the prophetic history of the for- 
tunes of Christianity, let him seek to under- 
stand the symbolic visions of John on 
Patmos. 

Here is the true creed of Christianity. 
We should accept nothing else as authorita- 
tive or in any way binding upon the con- 
science. We should ask for nothing more, be 
satisfied with nothing less. Great confusion 
has arisen from the failure of Christian 
teachers to take God's Word simply, and to 
rightly divide it and give to every man his 
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portion. Men have sought in the writings 
of Moses and in the prophets for the terms 
of pardon. Law and gospel have been con- 
fotmded with each other, and the way of life 
made obscure to men. "We are not under 
Moses, but under Christ;" "This is my 
beloved Son, hear ye Him;" "In that He 
saith a new covenant. He hath made the first 
old. " — Matt. 10 : 13 ; Matt. 17:5; John 
i: 17; Rom. 8:3; Heb. 8: 13; II Tim, a; 15. 
Review: By what names are the Scriptures called? 
What is the general division named by Paal? Give 
his argument in Hebrews. Name subdivisions of 
Old Testament; of New Testament; and purpose of 
each, la what respect is Acts of Apostles important? 
Why r^hUy divide the Word? 
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CHAPTER II 

THE FUNDAMENTAL FACT OF REVELATION 

"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God," is the central truth of the Bible. 
Matt. i6: 16. "On this rock," said Jesus, 
"I will build my church." — Matt. 16: 18. 
Peter's declaration is the only Apostles' 
creed, the divine New Testament creed, the 
statement that must ultimately be the uni- 
versal creed of the universal church. The 
Apostles preached "Christ," earnestly testi- 
fied that Jesua was "the Christ," determined 
not to know anything else "but Christ and 
him crucified," and when men heard, 
believed, and would confess their faith, they 
said: "I believe that Jesus is the Christ." — 
Acts 8 : s ; 18 : 5 ; 8:37; I Cor. 3 : 2. 

There is much loose declamation against 
creeds. A creed the church must have, for 
it walks by faith, and it must have some- 
thing in which to believe. There are 
human creeds, and there is the divine creed. 
Peter made the first formal confession of 
faith under the Christian dispensation, and 
it was evidently regarded by Jesus as 
embod3nng all that is essential to the foun- 
dation of his kingdom among men. Mary 
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utters the same confession — Jno. ii : 37. 

The Eunuch makes the same declaration — 
Acts 8: 37. These statements give the con- 
cise yet comprehensive creed of the New 
Testament. The Apostles understood when 
Jesus commanded, "Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature; he 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
and he that believeth not shall be con- 
demned," (Mark 16; 16) that it was the per- 
sonal Christ they were to preach, and in the 
personal Christ men were to believe. Take 
the history, Acts 2: 36-41. 

It is not accurate to say that the New 
Testament was the creed of the early Chris- 
tians. The gospel had been preached far 
and wide, and thousands had been gathered 
into the church before the New Testament 
was written. The New Testament contains 
the creed of the church. What is the. New 
Testament? Memoirs of Jesus, acts of 
Apostles, or sayings and doings of those to 
whom the commission was given, letters of 
Apostles containing instructions for those 
who had already believed and entered the 
church, and a prophetic view of the 
struggles and triumphs of the church in 
history. The New Testament, then, is not 
in the form of a creed, but it contains that 
which is the creed of believers — the proposi- 
tion that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
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living God, the proof of this proposition, the 
exhibition of its use in the ministry of the 
Apostles, the enforcement of its obligations 
upon all who subscribe to it, and the 
prophecy of the Apostasy of the church 
from this simple faith, and the final restora- 
tion of the primitive creed in the foundation 
of the new heavens and the new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

The purpose of the New Testament, 
then, is to furnish men with this creed. 
Christianity existed before the New Testa- 
ment. Christ founded His church not on the 
book, but on Himself. — Matt, 161 16-18; I 
Cor. 3:11. Accepting Christ, we accept the 
New Testament. He is our creed; the New. 
Testament is our rule of duty. Believing on 
Him, we accept all he teaches; we bow to His 
authority in all things. Hence the question 
is, "What think ye of Christ?" Decide that 
and all others will find their proper solution. 

To appreciate this divine confession of 
faith and see the utter folly of attempting to 
construct a human creed that will be uni- 
versally acceptable, we have but to ey — ■-" 
some of these efforts on the part of 
One of the most ancient and most be. 
is called "The Apostles' Creed." T 
an old tradition that the Apostles then 
composed this, each contributing a set 
Peter said, "I believe in God the Fal 
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all," and John added, "Maker of heaven and 
earth," and soon. It is certain, however, 
that this formula is not older than the 
fourth century. The New Testament says 
nothing about it. Brief as it is in number 
of words and grand in weight of sentiments, 
it contains several additions to the divine 
creed. It cannot be a supreme and ultimate 
authority, because it is post- Apostolic ; yet it 
is important, as tt shows the nearer we 
approach the Apostolic period the fewer 
speculative elements are found in the sym- 
bols of the church. Next in age and im- 
portance is "The Nicene Creed." This 
recognizes the Son as of the same substance 
with the Father, and over this the great dis- 

Jrate arose marked by the change of a single 
etter, an "i" for an "o"; those contending 
for the "o" (homoousion) were orthodox, 
and those who favored the "i" (homoiou- 
sion) were heterodox, and so the difference 
between an "i" and an "o" made Arius a 
heretic and Athaoasius a saint. 

As men got farther away from the 
Apostles, creeds became more elaborate. 
Coming down to the period of the Reforma- 
tion, we find the church prolific in such 
formularies. Creed-making became a mania. 
And with the multiplication of creeds came 
the multiplication of sects. These human 
statements of doctrine, made binding upon 
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the consciences of men, have been the Pan- 
dora's box of evil to the church. Divisions 
and schools, strifes and contentions, persecu- 
tions and martyrdoms, departures, and 
infidelities, a great host, have come from 
this attempt to improve upon the Word of 
God, The religion of Rome, of England, or 
of Scotland may be reformed, but not the 
religion of Jesus Christ. The truths of the 
Bible can be expressed in words "that the 
Holy Spirit teacheth" more simply and 
clearly than by councils and assemblies of 
men. The teaching and testimony of the 
inspired Apostles is all-sufficient and alone- 
sufficient to the union and co-operation of 
the people of God. — I Cor. a : 13 ; II Tim. 
1:13; 3: 14-17. 

Whether true or false, human creeds are 
hostile to the union, peace, harmony, and 
joy of the church and a hindrance to the 
conversion of the world to Christ, and men 
are asking: Is it not possible for the church 
to exist, and to be in all respects what Christ 
design^ it should be, without a human sym- 
bol scientifically' formulating its faith? To 
answer this it is only necessary to point to 
the primitive church. The divine creed 
was all they deemed needful. A return to 
the Bimple foundation is all that is neces- 
sar7 to secure a reunited Christendom. 
"Jesus is the Christ," is the creed of Chris- 
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tianity; the creed of the churches in Judea 
and Samaria, in Corinth and Ephesus, and 
Rome; the only article of faith in the creed 
of inspired men, and in the churches estab- 
lished by inspired men; and believing; thus 
in a divine Person, and not in a body of 
human speculations, the church must come 
to the one faith, once for all delivered to the 
saints, and become one body in Christ. 

Now, accepting this divine confession of 
faith, what is involved? A faith embracing 
all that relates to creed, an obedience 
embracing all the commandments of Christ, 
an experience embracing all that belongs to 
the practice of Christian life. 

Concerning faith, there is no ground of 
division except into belief and unbelief. 
There is "one faith." We lay hold upon 
Jesus as a personal Savior. We trust Him 
as able to save us. We loot to Him from 
the depths of our need, our sin, our helpless- 
ness. We believe in Him as Peter did, as 
Paul did, as the men and women of this early 
time who sealed with their blood their testi- 
mony, I may not pretend to have a scien- 
tific knowledge of divine things; I may not 
rest my convictions upon scientific demon- 
strations, but I can venture to say, "I know 
whom I have believed." It is not a theory 
that saves me; it is the personal Christ. In 
Him I trust. In Him I find peace. In Him 
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I place with confidence the eternal interests 
of my soul. 

Then, as to obedience, there is no cause 
for difference. Anything^ Christ has posi- 
tively commanded must be clear to His 
disciples. We cannot conceive of commands 
that cannot be understood. Unity among 
God's people must be just as possible upon 
the divine commandments as upon the divine 
creed. Christ has all authority to prescribe 
the conditions of salvation, and, believing 
on Him as we should, the question with 
every trusting heart must be, "Lord, what 
wouldst Thou have me to do?" Take the 
Ordinances: "Do this in remembrance of 
me." There is no question as to what 
Christ commands to be done. But introduce 
your philosophical human speculations about 
the emblems in the Lord's Supper, and 
there will be disagreement. Take the sim- 
ple New Testament exhortation: "Do this 
in remembrance of me." — Luke as: 19; I 
Cor. 11:34. 

Baptism is a commandment of Christ 
equally clear on the pages of revelation. 
Can we not know infallibly what Jesus did 
command when He saidto His Apostles, "Gro, 
making disciples, baptizing them"? Is not 
the word baptize a word of unquestionable 
meaning? We can determine with certainty 
what we are commanded to believe when 
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Jesus says, "He that believeth." May we 
not know with equal certainty what we are 
required to do when He says "and is bap- 
tized"? Will any scholar under heaven 
translate "baptize" to mean "sprinkle" or 
"pour"? Is there any school o£ Christians 
that will not acknowledge immersion to be 
Christian baptism? Can any reader of the 
New Testament examine the passages that 
deal with this subject — the baptism of Jesus 
"in the Jordan River," the baptizing of John 
at Enon "because there was much water 
there," the instances of the Eunuch "going 
down" and "coming up out of the water," 
the allusions to baptism as a birth of water, 
a "washing," a "burial," and a "planting" 
— and not understand what baptism is? 
Will not all Christians receive an immersed 
believer, and so recognize his baptism as 
valid? There need tie no difference in 
respect to the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And when it comes to experience, the 
work of growing in grace, of walking with 
God, there can be no possible division of 
sentiment. With Christ, then, as the 
object of faith. His commandments as the 
measure of obedience, and His love as the 
inexhaustible source of strength and confi- 
dence, in the experience of Christian life, 
there can be no failure. With human sym- 
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bols o£ faith giving place to the divine 
symbol, human confessions of faith yielding 
to the divine confession, human hatred and 
bitterness, party jealousies and strifes of 
sectarian organizations entirely superseded 
by the glorious love, and fellowship of a 
■united church "built upon the foundation of 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Him- 
self being the chief comer stone," who shall 
say the kingdoms of this world shall not 
become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ?— PhU. 2:9-11; Rev. 11:15; John 
17:17-33- 

Review: What is the New Testament Creed? De- 
scribe the relation between the New Testament and 
this Creed. What are some of the famous Creeds of 
the church? What is said of the evil of such instru- 
ments? What is involved in the acceptance of the 
New Testament Confession of Faith? 
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THI WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Everything: in conversion, sanctification, 
and service depends upon man's relation to 
the Spirit of God. However little we know 
of the Holy Spirit, all holy thinking and holy 
living and holy serving depend upon His 
ministry aad indwelling in us. If we take 
up the Holy Scriptures and study what Paul 
calls the pueumatika (I Cor. a: lo-ii), we 
find such an unfolding of doctrine concern- 
ing His person and operation as will amaze 
us. 

What is the Holy Spirit? We conceive 
Him to he a Divine Person in the sublimest 
sense of the word. We believe in His per- 
sonal and perpetual mission to convict the 
world and to dwell in believers as their 
Enlightener, Comforter, and Sanctiiier, 
"No one believes more finnly than I," says 
Alexander Campbell, "and no one endeavors 
to teach more distinctly and comprehen- 
sively the mysterious, sublime, and incom- 
prehensible plurality and unity of the 
Godhead. It is a relation that may be 
apprehended by all though comprehended 
"by none. Indeed, I have no faith in any 
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man's profession of religion who does not 
believe in the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit as co-operating in the illiunina- 
tion, pardon, and sanctification of sinful and 
degraded man. While I repudiate with all 
my heart the scholastic jargon of Arian, 
Unitarian, and Trinitarian hypotheses, I 
could not esteem as of any value the religion 
of any man which was not begun, carried 
on, and completed by the personal agency 
of the Holy Spirit. The soul of man is 
quickened, enlightened, sanctified, and con- 
soled by the indwelling presence of the 
Spirit of the Eternal God. " 

The personality of the Holy Spirit is 
clearly taught by Christ. A single passage, 
John 16 : 7-15, speaks of Him as a person, as 
one who can come, who may be sent, who 
can glorify the Son, and guide the disciples 
into all truth. Christ promises the Spirit 
and defines His work. He does not say the 
Spirit shall come to the world. Nowhere 
does He promise the pouring out, or bap- 
tism, or gift of the Spirit to sinners. On 
the contrary. He declares the world cannot 
receive Him. John 14: 17. 

On Pentecost the Holy Spirit came in the 
exalted sense in which He was given to the 
• Apostles. It was a baptism, a miraculous 
enduement accompani^ by the gift of 
tongues. Act 2:1-21, This gift did not 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



' 30 Bible Doctrine 

come upon the multitude. It is not so given 
to-day. No man now receives this baptism, 
this miraculous enduement of the H0I7 
Spirit. This baptism came to the Apostles. 
Through them the Spirit convinced men of 
sin, righteousness, and judgment, so that 
they cried, "Men and brethren, what shall 
we do?" — Acts 2:37. And through them 
he answered the inquiry, saying, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit." — Acts 2: 38, As miracles on 
Sinai proved the authority of Moses, so the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit was to show the 
divine authority of the Apostles as embassa- 
dors for the King of Heaven. Beginning at 
Jerusalem, as Christ commanded, these men 
went everywhere preaching the Word. 
They became witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth. For ten years 
they preached Christ unto the Jews, then 
God showed unto Peter that the Gentiles 
also were called to the privileges of the 
gospel. Again, the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit is given to Cornelius and men of the 
uncircumcision to prove God's grace to the 
Gentiles. Acts 10:44-48. Paul is chosen 
and the cross triumphs far and wide. 

What now is the word? The commission 
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was, "Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature." — Mark 16; 16. 
"I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto 
me." — Jno. 12:32. The gospel is "the 
power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek." — Rom. 1:16. Every creature 
that can hear the gospel and obey the gos- 
pel, that has a soul to be saved or lost, all 
mankind lying in sin and needing to be con- 
victed of sin and saved from sin must be 
convicted of sin by the Holy Spirit of God, 
How does the Spirit convict men? Jesus 
said to the Apostles, "I will send Him unto 
you, and when He is come unto you. He will 
convict the world of sin." Through the 
Prophets and Apostles, through the Word of 
God and the Church of God, the Spirit oper- 
ates in conversion. There is no evidence 
that He moves in a miraculous way, inde- 
pendent of the gospel, to convict men of sin 
and show them the way of salvation. The 
Word is the sword of the Spirit. Eph. 6: 17. 
The Spirit of God never regenerated any 
man without the Word, nor has the Word 
ever regenerated any man without the 
Spirit. God does not convert men through 
dreams and visions, and mysterious voices, 
and supernatural appearances and workings. 
Whatever of spiritual influence there may be 
in the light of nature and reason to lead men 
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Godward, it does not make men Christians, 
it cannot convict men of the sin of not 
believing on Christ, Where the Word is 
not found, where the gospel is not pro- 
claimed, where the church is not established, 
where Christians do not go and bear the 
gospel, there the Spirit does not convict of 
sin and convert to Christ. "No man can 
say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy 
Spirit." — I Cor. 13:3. "These things are 
written that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believ- 
ing ye might have life through His name." 
— Jno. 20: 30. 

The Spirit bears witness through the 
revealed Word to the facts, commandments, 
and promises of the gospel. Our spirits 
bear witness to our belief of these facts, to 
our obedience to these commandments, and 
to our enjoyment of these promises, and 
here is the joint testimony of God's Spirit 
and of man's spirit establishing the fact of 
the sonship and inheritance of the believer. 
— Rom. 8: 16. 

The Divine Word, then, is the instru- 
mental cause and the efficient means of the 
saving operations of the Divine Witness. 
"The gospel," says Dr. Andrew Broaddus, 
"is Grod's glorious instrument for effecting 
the actual salvation of mankind ; nor have 
we grounds for a theory which separates the 
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saving influence of the Holy Spirit from the 
revealed will or word of God." The Spirit 
operates upon the minds and hearts of men 
through the Word. "The seed is the Word 
of God."— Luke 8:11. "The Word is 
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit" — Heb. 4: 13. 
The Spirit with His quickening, convicting 
power accompanies the Word in its mission 
to the mind and conscience, and strives with 
men through His instrumentality, and men 
£re said to resist the Spirit when they resist 
the Word. — Neh. 9: 30; Acts 7: 51. 

Hence the declarations: "Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature" — Mart i5: 15; "I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believ- 
eth" — Kom. 1:16; "Faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the Word of God' ' — Rom. 
10: 17; "Receive with meekness the en- 
grafted Word, which is able to save your 
souls." — Jas. i:3i; John 8:32; I Pet 
1:1-33; Rom. 10:14; I Cor. 1:21. 

The mission of the Holy Spirit is also to 
comfort and sanctify the Christian. To 
men under conviction of sin, crying, "Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?" the com- 
mand was: "Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
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the remission of sins, and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. "—Acts a; 38. 
To them that thus believe and obey the 
gospel, God imparts "the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, " "If ye, then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your Father which is in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him?" — Luke 11: 13, The asking must be 
in faith, in sorrow for sin, in the spirit of 
obedience. The promise is the Comforter, 
the Sanctlfier. 

This is the gospel climax, the crowning 
gift. God speaks to men to enlighten their 
minds and produce faith in their hearts. 
Faith is not the end, it is in order to a 
change of heart, and change of heart is in 
order to the obedience of faith, and the 
obedience of faith is in order to the remis- 
sion of sins, and remission of sins is in order 
to the gift of the Holy Spirit, which trans- 
forms us into the moral likeness of the Son 
of God. The possession of the Spirit is the 
end to which faith, repentance, and obedi- 
ence are the means. "If any man. have not 
the spirit of Christ he is none of His." — 
Rom, 8:9. 

What now are the results of the reception 
of this gift? 

I. The renovation of the moral nature. 
See the revolution it wrought in the first 
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Christians. Never before had there been 
such embassadors to men; never before 
were such moral miracles wrought; never 
before were such changes effected in human 
society, because never before had the Holy 
Spirit descended to dwell in human hearts as 
a welling fountain of strength and blessed- 
ness, a new, actual, abiding manifestation 
of God on earth, Jesus had now sent 
another Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth, 
to abide with the church forever ; Jesus had 
Himself come to them a^ "the Lord the 
Spirit," the final revelation of Deity on 
earth; and Jesus is thus with the church 
to-day, making the timid fearless, and the 
feeble strong. It is the "earnest of the 
Spirit" in men's hearts, "the love of God 
shed abroad by the Holy Spirit given unto 
them, ' ' the Christ formed within them 
which is "the hope of glory." — John 14: 18; 
Col. 1: 27; I Cor. 3: 16; 6: 19. 

2. The abiding support of the spiritual 
life. The great and blessed end of all mani- 
festations of the Spirit in the Apostles and 
in the church is "that the Lord God might 
dwell among them, " "that He might walk in 
them and dwell in them," and that "the 
whole body fitly joined together" might 
grow in "the unity of the Spirit unto the 
edifying of itself in love." The fellowship 
of the Spirit is to establish vital unity with 
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Christ for the church and for the individual 
Christian. Under the New Institution 
believers are to sit in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus and be blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places. Eph. i : 3. 
*'The Kingdom of God is righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit." — Rom. 
14; 17. Through Christ we have "access by 
one Spirit unto the Father," and are per- 
mitted "to taste of the heavenly gift, " and 
are made "partakers of the Holy Spirit." — 
Heb. 6 : 4. And in Christ we are to bring 
forth the fruit of the Spirit, which is love, 
joy, and peace. Gal. s = "'■ Hence the 
impartation of the Spirit, is the final aim of 
the gospel, and the great question is, "Have 
you received the Holy Spirit since you 
believed?" "Hereby we know that He 
abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath 
given us." — I Jno. 3: 24; 4: 13; Rom. 15: 13; 
II Cor. 13:14: Gal. 4:6. 

Review: Define the Holy Spirit. Give A. Camp- 
bell's view. What is the Bapbam of the Holy Spint? 
How does the Spirit convince of sio7 What is His 
mission to the Christian? Results of His indwelling. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD 

The gospel we call "the Old Story." Old 

stories are generally tiresome. It is one 
proof of the divine character of this one that 
it never wearies. Man's theories and specu- 
lations about the gospel may be wearisome, 
but not the gospel itself. What better evi- 
dence of the truth of this statement than the 
fact that the copies of the Word of God 
issued by one of our Bible societies for its 
first twenty-five years were three millions; 
for its second, nineteen millions; and for its 
last, thirty-two millions — fifty-five millions 
of Bibles in seventy-five years! Some 
learned men revised the New Testament, 
rectified some literary errors, gave modern 
forms for a few obsolete words, and gave 
notice they would publish it a certain day. 
What was the result? Men offered $500 for 
a single copy of the little book in advance of - 
publication. Streets of New York were 
blocked with express wagons, backed up and 
waiting for this book. Millions were sold as 
fast as they could be delivered. Newspapers 
telegraphed the whole volume from New 
York to Chicago to get it before the mails 
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could bring it! Creeds weary men, wear 
out, are revised, are discarded, but the 
gospel endures. 

What is the gospel? It is the revelation of 
God through Jesus Christ. In promise it 
was preached to Adam. Abraham, Isaiah, 
but in fact it came by Jesus Christ. Men 
greatly err when they say the church began 
in the Garden of Eden, or in the Wilderness 
of Sinai; that the gospel was preached from 
the foundation of the world or by the 
prophets of Israel. 

The word gospel signides good message, 
glad tidings. It is good-spel, good-speech, 
God's speech. It comes from a far country. 
It is bome to a needy and sorrowing race. 
The feet of those that minister it are beauti- 
ful upon the mountains. It burst upon the 
ears of watching shepherds in angelic music. 
"Fear not, for behold, I bring you glad tid- 
ings of great joy which shall be unto all 
people." — Luke a: 10, n. Broadly, the gos- 
pel is the history of Christ's birth and life, 
words and works, death, burial, and resur- 
rection, as we say of His biographies, "The 
Gospel of Matthew," "The Gtospelof John," 
Mark begins his history, "The beginning of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of G^d" 
— Mark I : i;and Luke calls his history, "The 
treatise of all that Jesus began both to do 
and to teach" — ^Acts 1:1. So Matthew, 
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Mark, Luke, and John are termed "evangel- 
ists," tellers of good news. Four gospels 
are ours, four holy pictures, limned by four 
holy hands, of Him who was fairer than the 
children of men, that by varying our 
postures as we gaze on Him we may catch 
fresh glories and fresh beauties, and see 
Him as King of the Jews, King of the 
Romans, Universal King, and Spiritual 
King. 

Gospel is put again for the Word and the 
Ordinances: "Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel" — Mark 16: 16; "I declare 
unto you the gospel which I preached unto 
you" — 1 Cor, 15: 1-4. So we affirm that the 
gospel was not preached until Pentecost, for 
the completed gospel means . glad tidings 
not only of the birth and life of Christ, but 
of His death and resurrection as well, and it 
was not until then that these facts could be 
proclaimed. So men obey the gospel when 
they surrender themselves to Christ, die to 
sin in the likeness of Christ's death for sin, 
are buried with Him in baptism in the like- 
ness of His burial, and are raised in the 
likeness of His resurrection to walk in new- 
ness of life. Rom. 6:5; 6:17; Col. 2:12, 
Our obedience to Christ, the Word of Christ, 
the Ordinances of Christ, the Gospel of 
Christ, sets forth the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ. 
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Variously the gospel is called the "gospel 
of salvation" — Eph. 1:13; the "gospel of 
peace or word of reconciliation" — Eph. 
6; 15 ; the "gospel of the Kingdom" — Matt. 
4: 23; the "gospel of the Grace of God" — 
Acts 20:24, It is termed the gospel of 
salvation because it gives an account of 
Christ the author of salvation, of His mis- 
sion to the world to effect salvation, of His 
actual provision to save men, of His beauty 
as an able, willing, perfect, all-su£Ecient and 
only Savior, and of salvation itself as 
mighty and glorious, perfect and complete, 
far-reaching and all-delivering, spiritual and 
everlasting. It is called the gospel of peace 
because it reveals the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion, how "God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself," — II Cor. 5: iS, 19. 
Enmity exists in the natural heart against 
God. God sent His Son, gave His Son, 
freely offered up His Son, that we might be 
brought into a state of reconciliation. God 
is revealed to us in the New Testament as 
reconciled, as one whose love goes forth 
upon the children of men in highest forms 
of forgiveness, acceptance, renewal, restora- 
tion; not sitting enthroned in darkness and 
shtit up in supreme and implacable anger, 
but of gracious and radiant countenance and 
with open and even beseeching arms ; 
supreme love as well as supreme majesty, 
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Father, Savior, Comforter. Jno, 3: 16; 
Luke 15: 31, 33; I Tim. 4: 10; John 14:36. 
God is reconciled. We do not have to 
cry, "O God, turn Thy face and we shall 
live!" "Lift npon us Thy countenance 
reconciled !" "Be gracious ! " "Be merci- 
ful!" He is all that and a thousand, thou- 
sand times more. Of Christ it is said, "He 
hath made peace by the blood of the cross." 
— Col. 1 : 3o. He entered the holiest of all, 
"havingf obtained eternal redemption for 
us." — Heb. 9: 12. "When we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by the death of 
His Son," — Rom. 5: 10. Christ is the 
peacemaker. The gospel is the gospel of 
reconciliation. If there is enmity it is in 
the heart of man. 

Again, we read of the Gospel of the King- 
• dom. It treats of the Kingdom of grace 
here and of glory hereafter. Strictly, the 
Kingdom is one; the Kingdom of grace is 
the beginning of the Kingdom of glory. 
The two are inseparable, There is no pass- 
ing to one save through the other. At 
Aliens were two temples, a temple of virtue 
and a temple of honor, and there was no 
going into the temple of honor save through 
^e temple of virtue. So there is no enter- 
ing -the Kingdom of glory except through 
the Kingdom of grace. Many people aspire 
after heaven, desire to enjoy the glory of 
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God, wish to enter after death upon the frui- 
tion of the saints in light, who think to avoid 
here the church, Christian service, the obli- 
gations of the Kingdom of grace. It cannot 
be. No man ought to desire it to be. What 
God hath joined let no man put asunder. 
" He that confesseth me before men, him will 
I confess before my Father and His holy 
angels." So the gospel of the Kingdom is 
the gospel which brings men under the , 
King, or brings the Kingdom within men. 
His sovereignty makes us sovereigns; 
sovereigns over ourselves, sovereigns over 
other hearts that need Him, sovereigns of 
higher meaning than Charlemagne, or 
Ciesar, or Alexander, or Victoria; and the 
gospel of the Kingdom is finally to make 
"the kingdoms of this world the Kingdom 
of our Lord and of His Christ." — Rev. 
ii: 15. 

Best of all this gospel is "the gospel of the 
grate of God." Everything is included in 
this phrase. Redemption, pardon, the 
promise of eternal life are from the grace of 
God. It is the gospel of salvation, of recon- 
ciliation, of the Kingdom, because it is the 
gospel of the grace of God. By His grace 
God is reconciled unto us. What greater 
favor than that the Lord of heaven should 
look upon sinful men and women, love them, 
not be angry with them! By His grace He 
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saves ns from our sins. What greater favor 
than that the Xing of heaven should rescue 
men from ruin, and death, and elevate them 
to be sons and daughters of God and heirs of 
an inheritance with the saints in light! By 
His grace He secures peace to the soul. 
Disturbed by sin, driven by unrest, men 
ask: "Who will show us anygood?" What 
greater favor than that the stormy passions 
of the soul should be subdued, the cries of 
the needy and sufEering conscience satisfied, 
the very breath of heaven sufEuse our de- 
spairing spirits, the peace that passeth all 
understanding take possession of our lives! 
By His grace God accepts us as His sub- 
jects, honors us as members of His King- 
dom. What greater favor than that those 
who have served Satan are permitted to 
serve the true and living God; that those 
who have wasted their treasures of time and 
talent upon the world should be suffered to 
use what is left of them for His glory ; that 
those whose sole aim for years has been an 
earthly crown should be glorified with a 
crown of life ! 

As the gospel of the grace of God this 
provision is for all men. It is because the 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation 
that we should carry as a great burden upon 
our souls the work of preaching it to all the 
world. Rom. i ; 16. No other power is 
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given. Where the gospel has not been ai« 
darkness, heathenism, ignorance, idolatry, 
and cruelty ; where the gospel has prevailed 
light has sprung up, the desert blossoms as 
the rose, dying ones live, slaves have their 
freedom, filthy ones are made clean, and 
trembling ones stayed. It is because the 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation to 
every creature that we should love it most 
ardently and proclaim it most faithfully. 
God is no respecter of persons. To Jew and 
Greek alike the word of pardon is revealed. 
We carry not a gift to ofEer some and deny 
others. Every creature is in peril, and 
therefore the gospel is for every creature. 
"Whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely." — Rev, as: 17. 

Think how favored we are to-day in living 
in an age when Calvin's idea of God, or 
Edwards' idea of God does not prevail; 
when the supreme thought of God is mercy; 
when men are no longer taught that God has 
predestined a fixed number to eternal life 
and a fixed number to eternal loss, and this 
can in neither case be altered, but the word 
is, "Whosoever will, let him come,"~Rev, 
aa: 17, "Come, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden," — Matt, 11: a8. "If any man 
thirst, let him come untome and drink." — 
Jno. 7:37. 

When a broken-hearted and bereaved 
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mother had worked herself into a despairing 
frenzy over her conception of the God of 
Edwards and Calvin, the old colored nurse 
gathered the pale fprm to her bosom and 
said: "Honey, you ain't right. Dar's a 
drefful mistake somewhar. Why, de Lawd 
ain't what you thinks; He loves you, honey. 
Why, jes' feel how I loves you — poor ole 
black Mammy. An' I ain't better 'an Him 
as made me. Dar jes' ain't but one thing 
to come to, and dat ar's Jesus. Jes' come 
right dar to whar poor old black Mammy 
has to stay always. li's a good place, 
honey. Look right at Jesus. Dar's a God 
you can love," Who can say the poor 
negro's theology is not. better a thousand 
times than the most learned of human sys- 
tems? For every soul in every place, for 
every weak one, for every sinning one, for 
every despairing one, for every weary and 
discouraged one, for every lonely and help- 
less one, this message comes saying: "My 
grace is sufficient for thee, " — II Cor. 13:9; 
9:8; Eph. a:5; Titus a: la; II Cor. 13 : 14. 
Review; What is said of the demand for the Bible? 
Define the gospel. What is the go^^el of salvation? 
of the Kingdom? of peace? of the Grace of God? What 
does the last title embrace? Wliy should we preach 
it to all the world? What cause of congratulation is 
mentioned and why? 
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CHAPTER V 

THE DOCTRINE OF CONVERSION 

Men live often in ignorance of many of 
the simplest and most important things in 
the Bible. It is not likely that one Christian 
in a hundred can tell what conversion is, 
though they speak freely of the time when 
they were converted. Surely, a work which 
is required in God's Word of every creature 
that may desire to share in the salvation of 
Christ must be easily defined. ' 

Conversion is a turning, a change. "Con- 
vert" is a Latin word of command to the 
Roman soldier, equivalent to the order, 
"Right about face!" Conversion in Scrip- 
ture terras is the process by which a sinner 
becomes a Christian, that is, a turning from 
the love and service of sin to the love and 
service of God. A Scotch girl was con- 
verted under Whitfield's preaching. She 
was asked if her heart was changed, and 
answered; "Something I know is changed: 
it may be the world; it may be my heart. 
There is a great change somewhere, I'm 
sure ; for everything is different from what 
it once was. ' ' 

Conversion is not a mere change of opin- 
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ions, a taming from Calvinism to Arminian- 
ism, from Unitarianism to Trinitarianism, 
from Buddhism to Christianity. It is not an 
intellectual somersault. It is not a change 
of disposition from selfishness to unselfish- 
ness. It is that, but far more than that. 
Kindness, gentleness, charity, moral culture 
are involved in the highest, noblest sense in 
Christianity, but men may become kind and 
amiable without love to Christ or loyalty to 
Christ. It is not conformity to rites or 
ordinances. Thousands have been made 
subject to such ceremonies in whom there 
wasno^change. It is not "getting religion. " 
We do not get religion, religion gets us; we 
get ourselves into harmony with religion. 
Nor is conversion regeneration, for regenera- 
tion is strictly an act of God, while con- 
version is a duty of man. The sinner is 
responsible for every step in conversion. 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ." "Re- 
pentandturn." "Repent and be baptized. " 
What, then, is conversion? It is a turning 
about. It is a turning from sin unto right- 
eousness and from the kingdom of Satan 
unto God. It is not something to be experi- 
enced, but something to be done; not a 
passive condition in which men wait for God 
to work a work in us by His Spirit, justify- 
ing such prayers as, "O Lord, send down 
Thy Holy Spirit with converting power! 
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Send the Power! Baptize the people with 
the Spirit and with fire!" We find no 
record of these things in the Scriptures. 
Conversion is- something not to be asked of 
the Holy Spirit, but is a work enjoined upon 
the sinner. The Holy Spirit commands the 
sinner to repent and turn, and would not 
command men to do something which 
belonged to the Spirit Himself to do. 

Five things are essential to conversion: 
preaching, hearing, believing, repenting, 
being baptized. The Apostles preached, 
the people heard, then believed, then 
repented, then were baptized, then went on 
their way rejoicing, having obtained the 
remission of sins, the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
and the promise of eternal life by turning. 
from sin unto righteousness. 

Taking up the history of conversion, we 
come first to the work of John the Baptist 
How were men converted under the preach- 
ingof John? He came preaching: "Repent 
ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all 
Judea, and all the region round about Jor- 
dan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confessing their sins." — Matt. 3: 1-6. Joha 
preached, the people heard, believed, re- 
pented, were baptized, and were thus turned 
unto the Lord. Luke i : 15-17. 

Jesus comes next, preaching repentance 
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and the coming; Kingdom, saying: "Repent 
ye and believe the gospel." — Mark i: 14, 15. 
So many were converted under His preach- 
ing that it was said; "All men are coming to 
Him." "Jesus made and baptized more 
disciples than John." Here men were con- 
verted in the same way. 

When the work enlarges under the Apos- 
tles, the commission is: "Go ye, therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them into 
the name o£ the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. "—Matt. 28:19. These 
men went forth and preached with all bold- 
ness. The first converts after the resur- 
rection were 3,000. The burden of their 
discourse was: "Let the house of Israel 
know assuredly that God hath made that 
same Jesus whom ye have crucified both 
Lord and Christ." — Acts 2:36. Hearing 
this, we are told; "They were pricked in 
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the 
rest of the Apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?" — Acts 2 : 37. The answer 
by inspiration of the Holy Spirit is: "Repent 
and be baptized every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins." — Acts a: 38. "Then they that gladly 
received His Word were baptized : and the 
same day there were added about 3,000 
souls." — Acts 2:41. 

How was conversion effected here? There 
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were five things entering into the process: 
preaching, hearing, believing, repenting, 
obedience to Christ in the ordinance of bap- 
tism. The order was the same in every 
instance, "The Word of God increased," 
i. e., was more abundantly preached, "and . 
the number of disciples multiplied greatly. ' ' 
— Acts 6: 7. Philip went down to Samaria 
"and preached Christ unto them. And the 
people with one accord gave heed unto those 
things which Philip spake, hearing and see- 
ing the miracles that he did. But when 
they believed Philip preaching the things 
concerning the Kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women," — Acts 8:5, 6, 13. 
Philip joined himself to the chariot of the 
Eunuch and preached unto him Jesus. 
"And as they went on their way, they came 
unto a certain water: and the Eunuch said, 
See, water; what doth hinder me to be 
baptized? And Philip said. If thou believ- 
est with all thine heart thou mayest. And 
he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. And he com- 
manded the chariot to standstill; and they 
went down both into the water, both Philip 
and the Eunuch; and he baptized him, and 
when they were come up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip 
that the Eunuch saw him no more, and he 
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went on his way rejoicing, " — Acts 8: 26-39, 
Here the gospel was the power of God unto 
salvation to him that believed. Of the con- 
version of Saul of Tarsus we have the same 
history. Acts 23 : 6-16. 

So in every case the Word was preached, 
and men heard, believed, repented, and 
were baptized. To the jailer, Paul and Silas 
"spake the Word of the Lord," and he was 
obedient unto the same conditions. Acts 
16: 30-34. In Corinth Paul "earnestly testi- 
fied that Jesus was Christ," and "many of 
the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were 
baptized," — Acts 18:5-8, The gospel in 
every case is the power of God unto salva- 
tion. The Apostles proclaim it. The Holy 
Spirit through their word convicts of sin. 
Faith comes by hearing. Men know the 
truth, and the truth makes them free. 

Conversion, then, is a turning to God 
under the power of the gospel. It is a com- 
plete moral revolution and renovation 
wrought by the Holy Spirit through the ■ 
ever-living Word. It is a turning unto the 
Lord with all the heart. It is not a fancy. 
It is not a sensation. It is not an appear- 
ance. It is not a mere transfer from the 
world to the church. It is a reality. It is a 
right about face. It is a deep work, a heart 
work, a turning upside down. It involves 
the mind, the members, the motives of the 
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whole life. Its fruit is a new creature. 
Thus Paul was sent to the Gentiles "to open 
their eyes and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sin and inheritance among them that are 
sanctified." 

Conversion is a turning unto the Lord, 
The early converts were converts to Christ, 
They were not converts to a theory, a school, 
a party or sect, but to a person — to Christ. 
The great work of the church is to convert 
the world. The great end for which God 
organized His people, and gave the gospel, 
and endowed men with gifts, 'and demanded 
the consecration of time and talent to His 
service, and sent men forth to do and suffer 
and sacrifice, is the conversion of men and 
women to Christ, The greatest thing in the 
world is to save souls. The mightiest thing 
in the world to change men, turn them, 
renovate them, is the gospel of Christ. The 
best thing in the world is to be a Christian. 

Review; What is conversion? Tell what it is not. 
What live elements enterinto every conversion? How 
were men converted trader John the Baptist? under 
Jestis? under the Apostles? Give an account of the 
conversion of the Samaritans ; of the Eunuch ; of Saul ; 
of the Corinthians; of the jailer. What does con- 
version to Christ involve? What is the greatest thing 
in the world? the mightiest? the best? 
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BACK TO JERUSALEM 

There is a very remarkable book in exist- 
ence by a physician of the first century 
which gives a faithful history of the begin- 
nings of Christianity. Thousands have 
never read it. It is a much-neglected book, 
eveu among the teachers of the Christian 
religion. Of all hooks it is probably the 
most important to Christians, and to men 
who are not Christians as well. It tells how 
men were made believers, how churches 
were originally established, how Apostles 
and primitive teachers of the doctrine of 
Christ proclaimed the gospel to all classes 
and conditions of men, and g^ves an account 
of theconversionsof individuals and of thou- 
sands at the time under their ministry. It 
has been variously styled, "The Fifth Gos- 
pel," "The Demonstration of the Resurrec- 
tion," "The Gospel of the Holy Spirit." 
Most readily it is known as "The Acts of 
Apostles. ' ' 

To find the true faith and practice of the 
Church of Christ we must go back to 
Apostolic foundations. To know the begin- 
nings of things is of vast importance in 
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reaching a correct understanding of them. 
The rise of families and empires and move- 
ments mast be studied if we would compre- 
hend their genius and character. The 
universe had its birthday, the world had its 
infancy and childhood, revelation had its 
beginnings. Dispensations have had their 
starting point and their close. There was a 
day when the Patriarchal Dispensation 
began and a day when it closed — the hour 
of the giving of the Law on Sinai. There 
was a day when the Jewish Dispensation 
began and a day when it closed — the first at 
Sinai and the last at Calvary, There was a 
day when the Christian Dispensation began 
and there will be a day when it shall close — 
the beginning at the cross, the end when the 
dispensation of eternity shall be ushered in 
at the second coming of the Lord. 

And as there is no day so full of meaning 
to a nation as its birthday, as the Fourth of 
July to the United States; as there is no day 
80 significant to society as the birthday of 
some great institution or genius, as February 
22d; as there is no day so important to any 
life as the day of its birth, so the birthday 
of the Christian institution is of profound 
interest and meaning to us. 

The true history of any being or institu- 
tion begins at the beginnmg, Moses began 
at the beginning. "In the beginning God 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



Back to Jerusalem 55 

created the heaven and the earth." — Gen. 
i: I. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John began 
at the beginning. — Mark i : i. Tracing 
the history of ^e church and seeking to 
learn its foundation and growth, shall we not 
go back and begin at the beginning? 

When and where did Christianity begin? 
Protestants have not fully considered this 
question. Scholars can tell when the 
Church of England began, when Wesleyan- 
isin came into being, when the work of 
Luther had its origin, but when did Christi- 
anity begin, Christianity pure and simple 
and original? When? Is it as old as Adam? 
as Abraham? as Moses? as John the Baptist? 
as the birth, death, or resurrection of Christ? 
What is the answer? 

One of the ablest preachers to whom I 
ever listened I heard declare in the pulpit 
that the Christian church began in the Gar- 
den of Eden! Christianity^ neither in its 
doctrine nor its institutions, neither in its 
faith nor practice, was instituted in Eden, 
or in the time of Moses, or in the days of 
John the Baptist John was no more a 
Christian than Abr^am, Isaac, or Jacob. 

iohn was a Jew. John did not establish the 
ingdom of Christ : he was not in the King- 
dom, for Jesus declared: "He that is least of 
those in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater 
than he. " — Matt. 1 1 : 1 1. "The law and the 
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prophets were until John." — Luke i6: i6. 
John lived and died under the Jewish Dis- 
pensation. He was the herald of the Son of 
God, and proclaimed the Kingdom as at 

hand. — Matt. 3; 1-3. 

Christianity, as an institution, did not exist 
during the lifetime of its founder. There 
was not a Christian church on earth until 
Jesus ascended. Hence, the only topic of 
teaching and preaching during the public 
ministry of the Messiah is the coming reign 
or Kingdom or Church of Christ. "The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand," said the 
twelve. — Matt. 10:7, "The time is fulfilled 
and the Kingdom of God is at hand," 
declared Jesus. — Mark 1:15. "The King- 
dom of God is come nigh unto you," pro- 
claimed the seventy. — Luke 10:9, "I will 
, appoint unto you a Kingdom, " said Christ. 
— Luke 2^:29. " Upon this rock I will build 
my church. "—Matt 16:18. "Pray, Thy 
Kingdom come." — Matt. 6: 10. "There be 
some of them that stand here which shall 
not taste of death till they have seen the 
Kingdom of God come with power." — Mark 
9: I. "Tarry ye in Jerusalem until ye be 
endued with power from on high," — Luke 
34:49; Actsi:8. "I will give unto you the 
keys of the' Kingdom of Heaven." — Matt. 
16: 19. 
Not yet was the Christian institution 
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^steblklMid amon^ men and its doors thrown 
wide to men and women. Not until the 
ascension and coronation of the Lord Jesus 
was supreme authority in heaven and earth 
secured to Him and did He send forth the 
great Spirit of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, 
to the assembly in Jerusalem. Not yet was 
the gospel complete, for the great facts that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that He was buried, and that He 
rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures, constitute the gospel, according 
to its greatest expounder. I Cor. 15: 1-4. 
Not until Pentecost, after the resurrection of 
our Lord, are the Apostles endued with 
power and prepared with the teys of the 
Kingdom to open its doors to the people; 
and then and there did the Christian church 
begin. 

This was according to prophecy. To dis- 
cover the time and place of the beginning of 
the new institution we have but to go to the 
prophets. Isaiah and Micah, hundreds of 
years before, had foretold this great event. 
"It shall come to pass in the last days that 
the mountain of the Lord's house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills; and all 
nations shall flow unto it, and many people 
shall go and say, Come ye and let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of 
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the God of Jacob : and He will teach-of His 
ways, and we shall walk in His paths: for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
Word of the Lord from Jerusalem," — Is. 
3:3-^. Jesus commanded His Apostles to 
tarry in the city of Jerusalem, declaring, 
''Repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name among all nations 
beginning at Jerusalem." — Luke 24: 47. 

Was not all this fulfilled? Did not the 
Christian institution begin here, and its 
influence radiate throughout all Judea, and 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth? Cannot the stream be traced back to 
its pure fountain? Was not the coronation 
of the Incarnate Word in the presence of all 
the angels of heaven the last act antecdent 
to the new government? With this the 
theocracy ceased. Angels, authorities, prin- 
cipalities, powers, all became subject to 
Immanuel. The Holy Spirit is sent forth by 
Him through His chosen ministry. Attended 
by visible manifestations and miraculous 
gifts, the annunciation of the sublime fact of 
Messiah's reign is made known. This was 
the beginning of the church or Kingdom of 
the Lord Jesus. The law was finished, 
the prophecies fulfilled, the dispensation 
changed, the Kingdom had come, the 
Christocracy, or reign of Christ, is inau- 
gurated among men. 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



Back to Jerusalem 59 

Do we wish to begin at the beginning? 
Come, then, to Jerusalem. Would we study 
the fulfillment of prophecy, of the types 
and foreshadowings of Israel? Come here 
to Jerusalem. Have we desired to behold 
the unfol dings, inauguration and estab- 
lishment of the great Kingdom of ail 
kingdoms? Come to Jerusalem. Are we so 
reverent for God, so anxious for ourselves, 
that we must have purity of doctrine, fidelity 
of practice, genuineness of service in all 
things as God requires at our hands? Come, 
then, to Jerusalem. Is it possible to take up 
the gospel justas the Apostles left it, receive 
the ordinances just as our Lord delivered 
them, discover the church just as it existed in 
its primitive purity and simplicity, establish 
ourselves upon the eternal rock just as Saul 
of Tarsus did, and the thousands of that 
early time, and revive once more among 
men with the glory of its virgin beauty and 
splendor and truth and might the Christian 
institution? Yes, come here to Jerusalem! 

We cannot find the original Apostolic 
Christian institution anywhere else. We 
cannot look for it at Rome or Constanti- 
nople or Westminster. We cannot expect 
to restore it from any of the human sys- 
tems, or human institutions, since the Apos- 
tles. We have but one guide through the 
labyrinth of centuries, creeds, and traditions 
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to the starting point of the dispensation of 
Christ, and that is the Word of the living 
God. And taking this we can come and sit 
down at the fountain-head and know the 
pure waters that give life and healing to the 
nations. 

Why is the religious world discordant 
to-day, with parties and systems, oftentimes 
warring against each other, and by wrangling 
and contradictory teaching causing indiffer- 
ence and not infrequently the rejection of all 
religion? Did this state of things begin at 
the beginning? Was it in any sense toler- 
ated by Christ and the Apostles? Has it any 
sanction in the Word of God to-day? To 
ask these questions is to answer them. 

Now, what did begin at Jerusalem? The 
Christian institution. What is the Christian 
institution? The church with its doctrine, 
its ordinances, and its fruits. What are the 
positive or cardinal ordinances of the Chris- 
tian institution? The Lord's baptism, the 
Lord's day, the Lord's supper, the Lord's 
ministry. What are the marks of apostasy 
from this position? The Lord's baptism is 
changed in form to a human substitute and 
applied to subjects without faith, knowledge, 
or repentance, and its signliicance destroyed 
by the teaching that it has no essential con- 
nection with the forgiveness of sins. The 
Lord's day is not consecrated to the celebra- 
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tion of the Lord's ordinances. The Lord's 
Supper is not observed In the assemblies of 
His people on every first day of the week in 
harmony with the primitive practice of the 
disciples. The Lord's ministry is not com- 
missioned to teach and to preach Jesus 
Christ as the sole basis of regeneration, 
union, and co-operation. 

What is the remedy for this departure? A 
return to the beginning. A restoration of 
these cardinal positions which enter into the 
spirituality, sanctity and efficiency of the 
Christian Dispensation. A Scriptural under- 
standing of and belief in and submission to 
the positive divine ordinances by every one 
who would enjoy the, love of God shed 
abroad in the heart, and would prove an 
efficient member of the body of Christ A 
movement back to the spirit, unity, practice, 
faith, name, and foundation of the early 
church, back to the old paths, back to 
Jerusalem. The old foundations are here. 
The old paths are here. Foundations are 
good; paths are good, but these are not 
enough. Foundations are to build on. 
Paths are to walk in. Back to Jerusalem, 
sweep away the rubbish, unearth the genu- 
ine foundations of the Christian institution, 
the imperishable basis of the Apostolic 
church; and finding the old foundations, 
and walking in the old paths, and restoring 
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to men the Christian institntion in its unity 
and purity and power, may we not convince 
the worid of its truth and bring the whole of 
Christendom as one people back from its 
wanderings to the one foundation laid in 
Zion? 
Review: What remarkable book is mentioned, and 



Give scripture proofs. What is _ _ _ 

Christenciom. What is the Christian Institution? 
Describe the works of apostasy and the remedy. 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF PARDON 

Salvation is the great matter. To bring 
ourselves into harmony with conscience, 
environment, and God is the all-important 
study. To do what may be required of us 
in order to this condition is the practical 
business for every man. 

Two propositions are clear : men need sal- 
vation, men are not saved in spite of them- 
selves. Would God have so loved the world 
as to give His only begotten Son that who- 
soever believetb on Him should not perish, 
but might have everlasting iife if there were 
no need of a Savior? Would the Son of man 
have come to seek and save that which was 
lost if there were nothing lost? Would 
Christ have sent forth His Apostles into all 
the world to preach the gospel to every 
creature if every creature did not need to 
hear and obey this message? Would the 
angels of God rejoice over one sinner that 
repenteth if there be no need of repent- 
ance? But while men need salvation God 
does not save them independent of any 
effort on their part, Mao must do some- 
thing to save himself. Hence the impor- 
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tance of the question: "What must I do to 
be saved?" 

This is the great practical question for 
every soul. God saves men, but all ques- 
tions as to God's part in effecting human 
salvation are speculative. Christ saves 
men, but all questions as to the position of 
His atonement in securing man's salvation 
are theoretical. The Holy Spirit has a work 
in our salvation, but all questions as to the 
operation of the Spirit in the salvation of the 
sinner may be termed doctrinal questions. 
We accept the statements of the divine Word 
as to the divine agency in this matter. The 
thing of practical, immediate and imperative 
importance with us is what must we do? 
Salvation is provided in the gospel. How 
are we to appropriate it? "What must I 
do to be saved?" is the practical question 
and the only practical question for every 
sinner. 

And this question is as proper as it is 
practical. Four times we find it recorded in 
the New Testament, and no man is ever 
rebuked for asking it. The first instance is 
found in Matt. 19:16. Jesus is teaching in 
a Samaritan village. One comes to Him and 
asks, "Good master, what shall I do that I 
may inherit eternal life?" Our Lord is 
imder the Mosaic dispensation and law, and 
so answers, "Keep the commandments." 
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When he asks. "Which?" Jesus refers to the 
ten commandments given through Moses. 
The law of Moses was still in force. The 
dispensation had not changed. There was 
nothing else to do. So when the young man 
answers, "All these have I observed from 
my youth, " Jesus says, "If thou wilt be per- 
fect go and sell that thou hast and give to 
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come and follow me. " Follow- 
ing Christ he would be prepared for the 
coming dispensation. Now the dispensation 
has changed. We are not under Moses, but 
under Christ The old order was done away 
on the cross. The time has passed when 
this answer could be given to one seeking 
the way of life, and no man says to the 
sinner to-day when asking, "What must I do 
to be saved?" "Keep the law of Moses." 

The next time we hear this question asked 
is by the Jews on Pentecost. Acts 2:37. 
Jesus has ascended. The Holy Spirit has 
descended. The gospel which consists of 
the great facts of our Lord's death, burial, 
and resurrection is proclaimed for the first 
time. The place is Jerusalem, as Jesus com- 
manded. The convicted Jews cry, "Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?" "Then 
Peter said unto them, Repent and be bap- 
tized every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
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receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" — Acts 
3:38- 

The second aslcing of this question under 
the reign of Christ is in the case of Saul of 
Tarsus, Acts 33:10. Saul propounds it to 
the Lord himself: "What shall 1 do, Lord?" 
And Jesus answers: "Arise and go into 
Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of 
all things which are appointed for thee to 
do." Ananias is sent to tell him what he 
must do. "Arise," he says, "arise, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord." — Acts as: 16. 

A third time this question is asked, after 
the resurrection of Jesus, of those who were 
commissioned to preach salvation through 
His blood. . The jailer at Philippi cries to 
Paul and Silas, "Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?" — Acts r6; 30. They answer, 
"BeUeve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house." 

Here is substantially the same question 
asked three times, and in every case it 
receives a diiferent answer. We must 
interpret these Scriptures in harmony with 
each other. Every statement of the Word 
of God must be taken so as to admit its truth 
and interpret it in harmony with every other 
Scripture statement on the same subject. 
There can be no contradiction in God's 
teaching. There can be no part of the 
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Word of God that is meaningless. Paul's 
answer to the Philippian jailer, "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved," must not be taken as the full and 
exhaustive answer for all sinners under all 
circumstances. If we so regard it, and 
claim that to believe on the Lord is all that 
the sinner must do, how shall we understand 
the answer to the Jews on Pentecost and to 
Saul of Tarsus? Nor is Ananias' answer to 
Saul, "Arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins," a full, detailed, and ex- 
haustive reply for all classes of inquirers, for 
how, then, would we comprehend Saul's 
answer to the jailer, and Peter's reply to the 
Jews? We must see that the question was 
asked by persons in different conditions, and 
each receives the proper answer for all 
inquirers in his position. 

Certain it is every one in these three cases 
did actually become obedient to the same 
conditions of salvation, "What must I do?" 
asks the jailer, not what must I feel, or see, 
or experience, or what must the Lord do; 
but "What must I do?" "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, " said Paul. "And they 
spake the Word of the Lord unto him, and 
to all that were in his house, ' ' that he might 
believe. The jailer is an unbeliever. Faith 
in Christ is the first condition in every case. 
They instruct this man in the knowledge of 
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the Christ that he may become a. believer. 
Believing, he repents of his sins, as is shown 
in the fact that he takes Paul and Silas the 
same hour of the night and washes their 
stripes. Acts i6 : 33. Believing and repent- 
ing he is "baptized, he and all his straight- 
way," 

Evidently repentance and baptism were 
tanght in teaching the way of the Lord, else 
how would this heathen man Imow that he 
must turn from his sins and become obedient 
to the ordinance of Christian baptism? All 
that he knew of these men was that they 
claimed to be the servants of the most high 
God, and to show people the way of salva- 
tion ; and for this cause they were arrested, 
beaten, and imprisoned. The midnight 
earthquake fills him with fear, and he turns 
to them to know how he may escape the 
divine wrath. They command him to 
believe, teach him the Word of the Lord, 
that he may believe, and as a penitent 
believer he is baptized, and "rejoiced, believ- 
ing in God, with all his house." — Acts 
*6: 33, 34- He asked what he must do; he 
arose and did what was commanded; he was 
so anxious to do his duty that he could not 
wait until morning, but the same hour of the 
night obeyed and rejoiced. 

How does the teaching on Pentecost har- 
monize with this at Philippi? Here Peter 
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preached to the multitude, assembled at the 
feast, that Jesus was the Messiah. Acta 
2: 22, 24, 36, They are Jews, They had 
rejected their Lord. The signs and won- 
ders, the application of prophecy, the 
invincible logic of the Apostles, convince 
them of the truth of the gospel they 
preached. They are pricked to the heart 
by the things they hear, and cry, "Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?" Peter does 
not tell them to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They already believe. The Word 
of the Lord has already been spoken unto 
them. The death of Christ for sin, His 
resurrection, and coronation are facts they 
have already laid hold of by faith. They 
would know what further steps must be 
taken, and Peter commands, "Repent, and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ." "Then they that gladly 
received his word were baptized," — Acts 
3:41. They take precisely the same steps 
taken by the jailer, and in each case faith in 
Christ, repentance, and baptism are the con- 
ditions taught by the Apostles. 

In the third case, Saul of Tarsus asks, 
"Lord, what shall I do?" Christ does not 
tell him in person. No man received, even 
in Apostolic times, direct answer from 
heaven to this question. God works through 
men. By the living voice of the living man 
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the gospel must be preached to the world. 
The command from heaven is, "Arise, and 
go into Damascus: and there it shall be told 
thee of all things which are appointed for 
thee to do." — Acts aa: lo. The way of life is 
•'appointed" for every man. The condi- 
tions of pardon are fixed upon the pages of 
the New Testament. The terms upon which 
men are elected to eternal life are estab- 
lished there in the wisdom and foreknowl- 
edge of God. To Damascus Saul goes, as 
Jesus commanded. Ananias, the servant of 
the Lord, finds him praying, and says: 
"Why tarriest thou? Arise, and be bap- 
tized, and wash away thy sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord." — Acts 12: 16. He 
does not say to him, "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ." Had not Jesus revealed 
Himself to Saul on the highway to Damascus 
and convinced him that He whom he per- 
secuted was indeed the Christ? Did he not 
have the hope of the Jews? Was he not 
looking for the Messiah? Was not the vision 
enough to show him that Jesus was risen 
and ascended, and therefore all that He 
claimed for Himself, and all that His 
Apostles claimed for Him? He believes. 
He is not in the position of the Philippian 
jailer. Nor does Ananias command him to 
repent. For three days he has been fasting 
and praying. He is a thoroughly penitent 
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man. He believes, he repents, he prays. 
The preacher does not tell him to do what 
he has already done. His circumstances 
are not those of the jailer, nor of the Jews 
on Pentecost. The answer must be suited 
to his need: "Arise, and be baptized, and 
wash away your sins, calling on the name of 
the Lord," and Saul becomes obedient to 
precisely the same conditions of pardon as 
applied in the other cases; he believed, he 
repented, he was buried with Christ in bap- 
tism. Rom. 6: 3-5. 

Are not these answers harmonious? 
Should they not be given under like cir- 
cumstances in our day and in every age of 
the gospel dispensation? When unbeliev- 
ers, as the jailer, ask, "What must we do?" 
shajl we not be right to answer, "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ' ' ? When men, 
understanding and believing, who have 
heard the Word and received it as true, asfe, 
as the Jews on Pentecost, "Men and breth- 
ren, what shall we do?" shall we not prop- 
erly answer, "Repent and be baptized every 
one of you"? When men believing, repent- 
ing, praying, anxious to learn what further 
step is required of them ask, as Saul of 
Tarsus, "What must I do?" shall we not be 
justified in answering, "Arise, and be bap- 
tized, and wash away your sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord"? And do not Uiese 
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several answers harmonize and bring men to 
the same condition in every case? Is there 
any necessity of confusion or contradiction 
in the answers given to this most vital ques- 
tion, if the plain teaching of the New Testa- 
ment is observed and men are answered 
with the Apostolic word according to their ' 
several conditions? Did not our Lord, in 
making the proclamation of universal 
amnesty, declare, "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved," and are not these 
answers in strict accord with that commis- 
sion, and may not the sinner who complies 
with all the terms thus laid down in the 
Word of God claim the assurance that he 
is saved from his past sins, and faithful unto 
death, shall receive a crown of life? 

Review ; What propositions are clear to as? What 
is the practical question for us and why? Describe 
the first case where this question was propounded; 
the second; the third; the fourth. How are they 
harmonized? What conditions were required of the 
jailer? of the people on Pentecost? of Sanl? What 
answers shall we give to-day? 
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THE FAITH THAT SAVES 

The gospel consists of facts, command- 
ments, and promises; facts that are to be 
believed, commandments that are to be 
obeyed, promises that are to be en]05'ed. 
Hearing is a great thing, a high privilege, a 
solemn obligation, but hearing is not 
enough; we must believe the things heard, 

The noblest thing, the most powerful thing, 
the most natural and universal thing, the 
most necessary, far-reaching and all-conquer- 
ing thing is faith. Man has the faculty of 
believing testimony just as he possesses that 
of speaking, hearing, tasting, and feeling. 
All other faculties are useless endowments, 
indeed, without this, for of what value is 
speaking if we have not the faculty of believ- 
ing what is said, or hearing if we have not 
the faculty of ascertaining the truth of what 
is heard, or reasoning if we have not the 
faculty of determining the correctness or the 
falsity of that which is thought out. As light 
exists for the eye, and music for the ear, so 
speech for hearing and hearing for faith, 
God would not have spoken if man could not 
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hear, and man would not have heard if he 
could not believe. 

Faith is simply the conviction of the truth 
of testimony. It is not miracle, it is not 
mystery, it is not superhuman; it is confi- 
dence in the evidence of the divine things 
God has recorded. Of all human faculties 
this is superlatively excellent. All knowl- 
edge that ennobles and exalts man he owes to 
it Acquisitions and ranges of the senses 
are nothing to be compared with it. Wider 
than the earth, broader than the sea, longer 
than all time, stretching back into the 
eternal past and down through the eternal 
future is the area of faith. By this we live 
in every age and clime, hold converse with 
men of every nation and become contem- 
porary with all generations. By this we 
know how worlds were made; how man 
came into being under the hand of his 
Maker; how the patriarchs, fathers, and 
prophets lived, and loved, and suffered, and 
died; bow Christ was bom of the Virgin 
Mary, taught, worked miracles, gave Him- 
self upon the cross, came forth from the 
tomb, and ascended; how the gospel was 
preached, and men believed, repented, and 
obeyed. Further, by faith we get the vision 
of unborn ages, the ransomed coming to 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy on their 
heads, the new heavens and the new earth 
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wherein dwelleth righteousness. "Faith is 
the evidence of things not seen." — Heb. 
11: 1. 

Faith has its present practical purpose. 
Has man the faculty of vision? There are 
objects to be seen, advantages to be gained 
by seeing. Has he the faculty of hearing? 
There are countless harmonies of nature and 
the melodies of the human voice to be heard 
and enjoyed. Has he the faculty of reason- 
ing? There are objects to be compared, 
conclusions to be deduced from them. Has 
he the faculty of believing? There is the 
testimony of man and the testimony of God 
to be believed. Physically, intellectually, 
spiritually, God has ordained that -we shall 
walk by faith ; that we shall walk by faith 
more than by all other senses combined. 
This fact is fundamental. The infant enters 
life the most helpless of all animals. God 
makes it depend on its mother in the first 
steps of life's pilgrimage; to walk by faith 
in respect to food, medicine, and all things. 
It cannot walk by instinct, in has none ; by 
reason, it cannot exercise it ; by experience, 
it has acquired no experience; it is under 
the imperative necessity of walking by faith. 
If the child did not believe on the testimony 
of others, that fire would bum, water drown, 
and poison kill, he must pay the penalty. 
The hiw of nature is as imperious and uni- 
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versal as the law of the gospel. "He that 
beUeveth not shall be coademned," — Mark 
ifi:i6. 
Take the child from the nursery into the 

school. Place the primer in his hand. He 
opens it, and looks at the letters of the 
alphabet, but knows neither their names nor 
sounds. A thousand years he might look at 
them and never learn names or sounds, but 
by faith in his teacher he grasps them. He 
learns the art and mystery of reading. He 
acquires the science of numbers and magni- 
tudes. He surveys the greatness of the 
earth, the history of races and nations, the 
hidden beauties of the classics, the depths of 
science and philosophy. How vast the 
knowledge of faith ! 

Bring the man upon the theatre of active 
life. Would he become merchant, mechanic, 
farmer, professional man? He must be 
governed by the same stem necessity. 
Believe he must in those gone before him in 
every calling and department of life. Buy 
and sell, barter and exchange, he must walk 
by faith. Every bank bill, every draft or 
check, he receives by faith. All weights and 
measures by which he sells or receives are 
matters of testimony, of faith. 

Coming to the sphere of religion, we are 
under the same law. In respect to things 
spiritual, unseen, and eternal, is it to be 
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thought a thing incredible that faith is 
demanded? Has the skeptic any reason to 
reject the Bible and the promises of eternal 
life because these require the exercise of 
faith? Does the gospel address itself to any 
new faculty, propose any new principle, 
work through any supernatural channel 
when it says, "Believe"? By no means. It 
speaks in harmony with man's nature. It 
submits clear and ample proof in support of 
all it demands and promises. It declares, 
"If we receive the witness of men, the wit- 
ness of God is greater." It makes the 
whole faith of the gospel to center in a per- 
son; the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Matt 16:16; John 11:87; Acts8:37; Acts 
16: 31; Rom. 10: 9. 

How does faith come? Men have been 
bewildered by religious teachers with specu- 
lations and theories about faith until some- 
times driven into the deadliest unfaith. A 
doctrine largely accepted at one time held 
that man was powerless to believe; that he 
was totally depraved and must wait until it 
pleased God to move him to exercise faith 
by some special operation of the Holy Spirit, 
So men were taught to pray for faith, 
mysterious, miraculous faith; and to expect 
this divine gift directly, independently, 
irresistibly. A preacher told me that God 
saved him by the miraculous entrance of 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOglC 



78 Bible Doctrine 

faith into bis heart! If this be true no man 
can believe until it pleases God to make him 
believe, and the responsibility of the sinner 
in remaining in unbelief is chargeable not to 
him but to God, and God is unjust when He 
says, "He that believeth not shall be con- 
demned." 

Paul answers our question: "So, then, 
faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God." — Rom. lo; 17. And when 
men bid the sinner pray for faith Paul asks: 
*'How then shall they call on Him in Whom 
they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in Him of Whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher?" — Rom, 10:14, In every case 
faith is produced by evidence, by testimony. 
Christ said: "He that heareth my Word and 
believeth on Him that sent me hath ever- 
lasting life." — J no. 6:14. Of John the 
Baptist it is declared : "The same came for 
a witness to bear witness of the Light that 
all men through Him might believe." — 
Jno. 1:7. Of the Samaritans it is recorded; 
Many of the Samaritans of that city be- 
lieved on Him for the saying of the woman 
-which testified, He told me all that ever I 
did ; and many more believed because of his 
own word ; and said unto the woman. Now we 
believe not because of thy saying: for we 
have heard Him ourselves, and know that 
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this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the 
world." — ^Jno. 4: 39-43- "When they he^d 
this," sa)rs Luke of Peter's sermon on Pente- 
cost, "they were pricked in their heart, and 
cried, Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 
— Acts 3 : 37. "Howbeit many of them that 
heard the Word believed." — Acts 4: 4. 
"Many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, 
and were baptized." — Acts 18: 8. 

In every instance faith is produced by 
evidence heard, understood, and accepted. 
Faith comes by hearing, searching the 
Scriptures, honest and, faithful examination 
of the claims of Jesus Christ. The gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation. No testi- 
mony, no faith ; no faith, no coming to God, 
for, "He that cometh to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek Him." — Heb. 
11; 6. No preaching, no hearing; no hear- 
ing, no believing; no believing, no calling 
upon Christ or coming to Christ, for, "How 
can they call on Him in Whom they have 
not believed?" — Rom. 10: 14. 

What now is the faith that saves? It is 
, faith in the personal Christ. Everywhere 
in the gospel a mighty emphasis is put upon 
the person of Christ, "Whom do men say, 
that I the Son of man am?" "What think 
you of Christ?" "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ " So everywhere men preached 
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"Christ and Him crucified," earnestly testi- 
fied "that Jesna was the Christ," that God 
had made this same Jesus both Lord and 
Christ. " It was a faith of the heart and life, 
an adoring, trusting, living faith, in a loving, 
living, saving, divine person ; a living faith 
in a Living Lord that is the faith of the 
gospel. "If thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest And he answered and 
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God." — Acts 8:37. 

Take an instance. Jesus is journeying. 
By the roadway a blind man is sitting. 
Jesus calls him and restores his sight. 
Neighbors ask wonderingly, "How were 
thine eyes opened?" All Uiat he can say is: 
"The man that is called Jesus made clay and 
anointed my eyes, and said unto me, Go to 
the pool of Siloam and wash; and I went 
and washed, and received my sight." 
Later, Jesus finds him cast out of the syna- 
gogfue, and asks him: "Dost thou believe on 
the Son of God?" How large and deep a 
question! Something more is here than 
the man called Jesus," What answer 
could the poor ignorant creature give but, 
"Who is He, Lord, that I might Iwlieve on 
Him?" Honest, guileless, ready to believe, 
but first, "Who is He?" And the answer, 
how personal, distinctive, descriptive : 
"Thou hast boUi seen Him, and He is it that 
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speaketh with thee," "Lord, I believe!" 
Of course he believed. How conld he help 
believing? The Person was real for his 
faith; the faith was real in the Person. And 
on what did this great faith rest? On the 
Word, the testimony of the Person. Jno 9. 
Years ago a preacher among the disciples 
in the State of Missouri was holding a pro- 
tracted meeting. He was a powerful and 
eloquent man. He could sway a multitude 
as the storm sways the limbs of a forest. 
Laughter and tears, all the emotions of the 
human heart, the obedience of thousands 
came at his bidding, A skeptical lawyer 
attended his meetings. He had doubts as to 
the Christ of Scripture history. At the most 
critical points, — Christ's character and 
Christ's authority,— his mind stumbled. He 
frankly expressed his skepticism. The man 
of God questioned him. Had he investi- 
gated the claims of Jesus, studied, and com- 
prehended the gospel narratives, every 
page, every line fully and fairly? No, he 
had not, "Will you?" asked the preacher, 
"Yes." The Iaw)'er took the book and read 
day after day Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, studiously, absorbingly. The meet- 
ing still went on, and believers were nightly 
turning unto the Lord, One night the 
lawyer took his seat near the pulpit, his face 
glowing with light. He could scarcely wait 
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until the last word of the sermon. He could 
not wait for the rallying song. When the 
old familiar word of invitation was extended, 
before the echo of the preacher's voice had 
ceased, the lawyer arose and spoke aloud in 
the breathless silence of the vast crowd. 
"My brother, I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God, and I want to confess Him 
as my Savior and Lord!" 

The great need is to find Christ and be 
found in Him. January 6, 1871, Stanley 
started for Zanzibar for the interior of 
Africa, For eleven months he ^nd his party 
toiled through swamps and jungles, exposed 
to countless dangers from wild beasts and 
pestilential atmosphere. Worn by fatigue, 
surrounded by insubordinate natives, a less 
believing, a less resolute man would have 
given up the uequal contest, but with words 
glowing with sublime energy, he writes in 
his journal: "No living man shall stop me. 
Only death can prevent me. But not even 
this. I will not die. 1 shall not die. I 
cannot die. Something tells me I shall find 
him, find him, find him!" Full of this 
intensity of conviction, a faith bom of faith 
in God, Stanley presses on, heedless o£ hard- 
ships,'till one day he comes in sight of Lake 
Tanganyika, and a moment later stands in 
the presence of the great traveler and mis- 
sionary who had for years been lost to the 
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world, and but for. the faith of Stanley would 
have died in the wilderness, the world 
ignorant of his fate. 

Oh, could men with such zeal search for 
Christ! The testimony is here. Find your 
Lord. He is at hand. His peace is yours. 
Behold Him. Believe on Him. Obey Him. 
Live unto Him. 

Review: Of what does the gospel consist? What 
is faith? What its range? What its present purpose? 
How produced? Give an iostaoce from the gospel; 
from real life. What Is the faith that saves? the 
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REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE 

Repentance is a duty of supreme import. 
Repentance and remission of sins God hath 
joined together, Jesus said: "Except ye 
repent ye shall all likewise perish." — Luke 
13:5. The Apostles commanded: "Repent 
and turn, that your sins may be blotted 
out." — Acts 3:19. "There is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth. " — Luke 15:10. A 
heart broken for sin and from sin, God 
requires of every sinner. 

What is the object on earth most interest- 
ing to heaven? What would an angel com- 
ing down here care most to look upon? Our 
palaces, pyramids, capitols, works of art, 
movements of armies, wonders of legislation, 
books of philosophy, science or song, our 
great men, our beautiful women? What 
would an angel care for these things, coming 
from eternal mansions and the very throne- 
room of God, from ranks of angels and 
archangels, patriarchs and prophets, saints 
and fathers, gathered from every land under 
heaven? But if he saw a human spirit pant- 
ing for truth, pressing after God, fearing 
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darkness, conscious of sin, breaking with 
contrition, earnest in prayer, anxious for 
guidance — to him such a sight would shine 
as a star! How important a service which 
is commanded by God, preached in the 
name of Christ, required of all men, and so 
gladdening in its results as to awaken joy 
even among celestial hosts! 

What is repentance, its necessity, nature, 
and results? Its necessity is evident from 
the fact that God commands it. There is 
but one thing to do with a command of God, 
and that is to obey it. It cannot be 
neglected. It cannot be trifled with. It 
cannot be disobeyed. And this command 
being universal, it must, in the highest 
degree, be necessary. It is necessary for 

iew and Gentile, King on His throne and 
eggar on his box, respectable, clean men of 
the world and wretches openly defiled and 
degraded. It is enforced in every man's 
conscience, in the visible penalties for sin 
that are everywhere seen, and in the Word 
of the living God. 

The need of repentance is revealed also in 
its position in the scheme of redemption. ' 
It was Christ's will that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Luke 
24:47. Here the duty of repentance and 
the blessing of forgiveness are joined 
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together by our Lord. Under no dispensa- 
tion did God ever pardon the impenitent. 
Sacrifices of impenitence are an abomination 
unto Him. In the first gospel sermon the 
Apostles commanded believers, "Repent and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, " — 
Acts 2:38, The gospel nowhere promises 
pardon to unrepenting men and women. 
There is no remission, no Holy Spirit, no 
Comforter for such a soul; no promise of 
eternal life, no reconciliation with God; and 
no faith, no confession, no baptism, no serv- 
ice will avail to save an impenitent spirit. 
Men are not to be saved in sin, but from 
sin; from the love of sin, the practice of 
sin, the guilt of sin, the power and the 
consequences of sin This implies two 
things; a change in man, repentance; a 
change in God, forgiveness. Assurance, 
peace, joy, the bliss of heaven are all impos- 
sible to an impenitent soul, "Repent or 
perish," is the word of Him Who spoke the 
will of God to the children of men. "Re- 
pent or perish," is the voice of nature to the 
drunkard, and every year 100,000 men and 
women in America verify the truth of the 
warning, "Repent or perish," is the voice 
of wisdom to the devotees of gluttony and 
riotous living, and from beds of pain where 
disease tortures, and prison cells where men 
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would break their chains, its truth is shown. 
"Repent or perish, "is the voice of the moral 
law of God in the conscience. Intuition, 
reason, nature, experience, all catch up the 
terrible words: "Except ye repent ye shall 
all likewise perish." But how sweet and 
beautiful and healing and comforting and 
uplifting and joy-bearing the assurance, 
"Repentance and remission of sins shall be 
preached in my name among all nations"! 
Repentance for man ; forgiveness from God. 

As to the nature of repentance we may 
learn something from the meaning of the 
word. To feel pain or sorrow on account of 
something one has done, or left undone; to 
feel remorse ; to have such sorrow as leads 
to amendment of life. Repentance is some- 
thing commanded by God; not something to 
be felt, but to be done. It is an act of the 
■will making choice between right and 
wrong. It is an act of the soul to which one 
is moved by Godly sorrow, to bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance. It is a radical 
change of purpose, which includes honest 
renunciation of all sin and full surrender of 
heart to God. 

The prodigal son goes into a far country, 
runs with wicked associates, indulges in 
riotous living, dwells with harlots and wastes 
his substance upon vile, debasing lusts, 
reaches the hog-trough, and comes to suffer- 
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ing and want. He thinks of the liome far 
away, the old father, the sweet mother, the 
boys, his brothers, the sisters he loved, the 
scenes of purity and plenty. He remem- 
bers the old house with its honeysuckles and 
roses, the old people sitting on the porch in 
the evening, and the children playing about 
them ; and how in the old home there was 
bread enough and to spare, and as he con- 
trasts with the beauty and peace of his child- 
hood's home his present misery, he is filled 
with disgust and remorse. There is a long, 
hard struggle between conscience and his' 
evil heart, between pride and duty. "I 
perish with hunger, I must lay down here 
and die, and by and by my flesh will be torn 
and consumed, it may be, by these swine, I 
am miserable, with no prospect before me of 
aught but misery if I continue where I am.'* 
There he sits in his rags and filth, hungry, 
starving, lonely, deserted, self- despising. 
He comes to himself. He says: "I will 
arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
him, Father, I have sinned," He gets up 
and starts. Leaving the sleeping swine in 
the field he sets out on his journey. He 
goes all the way until he sees his father a 
great way off hastening to meet hira, and he 
throws himself upon his father's mercy with 
heartfelt contrition and confession of guilt. 
Lulce 15: 11-33. 
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When did the prodtg:al repent? When he 
sorrowed, or when he started homeward with 
new porpose, saying, "I will arise and go to 
my father"? The people on Pentecost bad 
crucified the Messiah. They are convicted 
of their terrible sin. They are pierced to 
the heart by the things they heard. They 
cry out in anguish of soul, "Men and breth- 
ren, what shall we do?" The Apostles tell 
them what to do. It is something to do and 
to do at once. Acts 2: 37, 38. 

When did they repent? Was it not when 
they came to a radical change of porpose 
concerning Christ, such a change as led to 
open confession, to baptism, to Christian 
life? 

What, then, is the natare of repentance? 
It is a moral act which every man must per- 
form for himself, God turns the searchlight 
of His truth upon your way and warns of 
danger, brings to bear great and soul-stir- 
ring motives, commands and pleads and 
waits and desires you to change your course- 
He appeals to you by His goodness in the gift 
of Jesus Christ and all His patience, tender- 
ness, long-suffering and compassion. He 
cannot compel yon. Repentance must be 
your deliberate choice. Don't wait for some 
mysterious power to move you; for some 
great tidal wave of religious excitement to 
lift yon up and bear you into the Kingdom 
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of Christ withont your choice or co-opera- 
tion. With horror for all sin, renunciation 
of all sin, honest determination to continue 
no lonjrer in sin, complete revolution in 
moral character and purpose of life, the 
believing penitent comes to Christ. It is a 
change of view's, of affections, and of con- 
duct wrought hy the divine Spirit through the 
gospel as the only divinely appointed means 
for producing this moral and spiritual reno- 
vation of heart. It is repentance unto life. 

As to the results of repentance, there will 
be full acknowledgment and confession of 
sin to God, against whom all sin is com- 
mitted, to man as far as our sin has been 
against our fellow. No man who truly 
repents will hesitate with the prodigal to 
arise and come and humbly own his wrong- 
doing and beseech forgiveness. If he is 
unwilling to do this, he has never come to a 
clear sense of the fearful sinfulness of sin 
and a just appreciation of the all-merciful 
and compassionate goodness of God to the 
sinner. Rom. lo; lo; 2:4; I Jno i: 9. 

There will be prayer to God for mercy. 
We cannot possibly see sin in its real nature 
and not feel earnest desire for pardon, not 
Cry with deep anxiety for God's mercy. It 
is as natural as the babe's cry for its mother. 
"Father, I have sinned, make me as one of 
thy hired servants," 
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God's ear is always open to the cry of the 
penitent. Abraham Lincoln's doorkeeper 
bad standing orders from him that no matter 
how great 5ie throng at the White House, 
though senators and representatives must 
wait or be turned away without audience, 
he must see every messenger who came 
with a petition for the saving of life. 
Heaven pleads with and waits for the return- 
ing prodigal, and truly penitent, he will cry 
for pardon. Luke 18: 13; 15:21. 

There will be at once earnest desire to do 
all that Christ commands. Is the word, 
"Repent, and be baptized, every one of 
you"? The only question will be, what does 
the Lord mean? What is baptism? What 
action is here enjoined by the Master? How 
am I to surrender to Him as my Lord in this 
institution? And going to the New Testa- 
ment for instruction, we will be guided by 
the teaching and practice of Christ and His 
Apostles, and accept without question the 
ordinances of Christianity. Acts 3:37-41; 
9:6; 15:31; Matt. 7:21-37. 

There will be restitution. Change in feel- 
ing is not enough. More is to be done if 
repentance is to be perfect. Shallow, unre- 
liable, worthless is a repentance that ends 
in emotion. Judas repented, Zaccheus is a 
better example. The slanderer must recall 
his cruel words, the dishonest man give up 
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his fraudulent gains, the corrupter of morals 
put away his snares, and lead men in ways 
of righteousness, the idolater cease doing 
bomag'e to idols and consecrate his means to 
God. Old things must pass away; all things 
become new. II Cor. 5:17; 7:10; Luke 
19:8. 

There must be a godly walk and conversa- 
tion. The man who formerly was a liar will 
now be known far and wide as a truthful 
man. The man given to dishonest practices 
will now show himself upright and reliable 
in all his transactions. The man who afore- 
time was profane, impious, unjust, inhuman, 
given to ungodliness and worldly lusts, now 
lives soberly, righteously, and godly. The 
man who once, like the prodigal, reveled in 
impurity and drunkenness is now proving 
himself chaste and temperate. The soul 
that cared formerly only for the mad whirl 
of pleasure and worldliness finds delight now 
in things spiritual and divine. The world 
sees the reformation is genuine. Phil. 4:8; 
Rom. 6:4; 13:3; I Cor. 6:9-11; Eph. 
4:11 -14 ; I Jno. I ; 6-7 ; a : 6. 

Review: What object on earth is most interesting 
to Heaven? What of the necessity of repentance? 
What of its position in the plan of Salvation? Of Its 
nature? Illustrate with the prodigal ; with the people 
on Pentecost Describe the results of repentance. 
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BAPTISM INTO CHRIST 

To the believer in Christ there should 
always be an earnest desire to know Christ's 
will. "Lord, what wouldst Thou have me 
to do?" should in all matters of religious 
faith and practice be the controlling thought. 
A consuming dissatisfaction with all purely 
human leadership and a supreme satisfac- 
tion with the divine Savior and Teacher of 
men will bring us to the Word of God and 
unite in one fellowship all the people of God. 

Some go curiously from faith to faith to 
test different creeds as one samples teas or 
wines. A young man, in answer to an 
earnest plea for Christ, said to me: "I am 
studying all the creeds to decide which I like 
the best, and will then become a Christian." 
"Your first prayer, then," I said, "should be 
for a special dispensation of one hundred 
years more of life." "A collector of Relig- 
ions" died in Europe, named Rosenheim. 
He had a good education and an ample for- 
tune. From Hebrew he turned Atheist; 
then became a Lutheran; went to Geneva 
and was converted to uncompromising 
Calvinism ; next formally entered the Roman 
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Catholic: Charch; after some time visited 
Turkey and embraced Islamism, and made a 
pilgrimage to Mecca; crossed the Atlantic 
and tried Morraonism; and after passinjf 
through further religious stages of sun wor- 
ship and Buddhism, declared before dying 
he had been actuated is so frequently chang- 
ing by an earnest desire to become 
acquainted with every sort of belief influ- 
encing humanity. 

Such a search as an intellectual diversion 
may be entertaining, but the man who 
understands that he has a soul, and wishes to 
bring it into harmony with the God who 
made it, and the life that is made for it, and 
rises to the dignity of an immortal being so 
beloved of God as to be redeemed through 
the blood of His only begotten and well- 
beloved Son desires to know truly but one 
thing on all matters of the soul's duty, and 
that, what may be the service demanded by 
the Son of God? 

Before us is a theme which has caused 
large difference of opinion. For centuries 
religionists have contended for three differ- 
ent actions as baptism. That it is an ordi- 
nance required by Christ of those who would 
be Christians, and that it must be obeyed, is 
universally understood, but, "By whom?" 
"How?" and, "For what purpose?" are the 
questions upon which disagreement comes. 
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Humbly, honestly, with the spirit of strict 
loyalty to our Lord, let us ask these ques- 
tions of "the Book," and take the Book's 
answer. 

By whom, then, is the command, "Be 
baptized" to be obeyed? Whom were the 
Apostles to baptize? Read their commis- 
sion: "Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved." — 
Mark, i6: 15, 16. "Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit "—Matt. 28: 19. Evidently 
those whom the Apostles first taught or dis- 
cipled were to be obedient to their instruc- 
tion. That baptism does not refer to the 
nations except as the nations were discipled 
is at once evident from the fact that to 
understand it of the nations without limita- 
tion would involve the absurdity of baptiz- 
ing all the unbelieving and all the ungodly. 
No one is willing to admit this. That which 
proves too much proves nothing. 

Taking the commission as Matthew gives 
it, the order is: i, Teach certain things; a, 
baptize those that are taught; 3, teach the 
baptized certain other things. Or, i, make 
disciples; i, baptize those disciples; 3, hav- 
ing thus brought them into the school of 
Christ, educate them in Christian duty. So 
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we read, "Jesus made and baptized more 
disciples than John." — Jno 4: i. 

Taking the commission as given by Mark, 
"All the world," all nations, come within 
their scope as far as preaching the gospel 
goes, and "he that believeth" marks the 
scope so far as baptizing is concerned. The 
religion of Jesus is the religion of humanity. 
All races, all classes, come within the range 
of this divine benevolence, but "he that 
believeth" marks the spiritual nature and 
aims of this religion, which seeks not to 
muster the nations as such under its banner, 
but out of all nations to gather a spiritual 
brotherhood whose common bond should be 
faith, and obedience to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. So to Nicodemus Jesus said: 
"Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God." — Jno. 3:5. Men already made 
alive by the Spirit were by baptism to be 
given birth into a new state of being. 

No one, then, can be a proper subject of 
baptism who has not been begotten of the 
Spirit, or, in other words, who does not 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, for "to 
them that believe on His name gave He 
power to become the sons of God" — John 
i: n; and only such believers can put on 
Christ in baptism, for what says Paul? "Ye 
are the children of God by faith in Christ 
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Testis. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ, " — 
Gal. 3; a6-»7. 

Follow the Apostles under their commis- 
sion. How did they understand it? ■ Whom 
did they admit to the institution of Christian 
baptism? Read in Acts, chapters a, 3, 8, 
JO, 16, 18, a6. Did they permit all to come 
to the waters of baptism without prepara- 
tion? Is there a single instance where bap- 
tism was administered by them without 
previous faith and repentance on the part of 
those baptized? Was baptism ever known to 
be required or administered except under the 
commission given by Christ, which called 
for teaching and faith and personal, deliber- 
ate, and voluntary action? Certainly not 
Baptism, then, except as an act of faith, of 
intelligent and voluntary obedience to the 
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, is not 
Christian baptism. It must necessarily be 
the deliberate, intelligent, personal, and 
voluntary action of a hearing, believing, 
penitent spirit to be baptism into Christ, 

Again, touching the action of baptism 
there is a question in many minds. But one 
solution can there be to this difficulty: Go 
to the Word and be led by the Word, A 
story is told of an old hunter in Michigan 
who, when the country was new, got lost in 
the woods several times. He was told to 
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buy a pocket-compass, which he did, and a 
friend explained its use. He soon got lost, 
and lay out as usual. When found he was 
asked why he did not travel by the compass. 
He said he did not dare to. He wished to go 
north, and he "tried hard to make the thing 
point north, but 'twan't no use. 'Twould 
diddle and diddle and diddle and diddle right 
around and point southeast every time!" 
Many people fail of the right direction in life 
for the same reason as our Wolverine friend. 
They are afraid to take the Bible and follow 
just where it points. 

Surely, the Apostles must have known 
what action was commanded by Christ when 
He said: "Go baptizing," Had they not 
witnessed the action performed by John, 
some possibly in the case of Jesus Himself 
in the Jordan River? Mark 1:5-10. Did 
they not know that John baptized at certain 
places because there was much water there? 
Jno. 3:33. Had not Jesus spoken of those 
who were baptized as "born of water"? 
Jno 3 :5. When administering the ordinance 
did they not go down into the water, and 
baptize, and come up out of the water? Acts 
8:38. And did they not speak of the action 
performed by them as a being "buried," a 
being "planted," a "washing of regenera- 
tion"? Rom. 6:4, 5; Col, 2:ia; Titus 3:5, 
Surely a simple mind, untaught and un- 
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biased, could see but one action here, and 
this is the declaration of Scripture: "There 
is one baptism." — Eph. 4:5. 

Consider, now, the testimony of the 
scholars on this question. A cloud of wit- 
nesses might be summoned. Hear Dr. 
Philip Schaff, himself a Pedobaptist, whose 
church practices the sprinkling of water as 
the proper action, "Finally, as to the out- 
ward mode of administering this ordinance : 
immersion, and not sprinkling, was unques- 
tionably the original, normal form. This is 
shown by the very meaning of the Greek 
words baptize, baptisma, baptismos, used to 
designate the rite. Then again, by analogy 
of the baptism of John which was performed 
on the Jordan. Matt. 3:6; Mark i : 9. 
Furthermore, by New Testament compari- 
sons of baptism with the passage through 
the Red Sea (I Cor. 10 l 2), with the flood {I 
Pet. 3:21), with a bath (Eph. 5:16; Titus 
3:5), with a burial and resurrection (Rom. 
6:4; Col. 1:12). Finally, by the general 
usage of ecclesiastical antiquity, which was 
always immersion, as it is to this day in the 
Oriental and also in the Grseco- Roman 
churches, pouring and sprinkling being sub- 
stituted only in cases of urgent necessity,, 
such as sickness and approaching death." 
Hist. Ap. Ch., pp. 568-9. 

Dean Stanley, of the Church of England^ 
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bears the same witness. "For the first 
thirteen centuries the almost universal prac- 
tice of baptism was that of which we read in 
the New Testament, and which is the very 
meaning of the word 'baptize,' that those 
who were baptized were plunged, sub- 
merged, immersed into the water. Immer- 
sion had no doubt the sanction of the 
Apostles and their Master, of the venerable 
churches, of the early ages, and sacred courts 
of the East. Baptism by sprinkling was 
rejected by the whole ancient church as no 
baptism at all. The change of immersion to 
sprinkling has set aside a larger part of 
Apostolic language regarding baptism, and 
has altered the very meaning of the word." 
Ch, Insts., pp. 21-23. 

These are the words of the doctors. They 
might be multiplied indefinitely. As one 
man they acknowledge the primitive Apos- 
tolic usage which well-nigh universally pre- 
vailed for 1,300 years was immersion. As 
their reasons for departing from Scripture 
teaching and practice, they give us com- 
mon-sense" and "convenience," or the 
recognition of the Roman Catholic prin- 
ciple that "the church is the infallible 
custodian of the matter and form of the 
sacraments." 

One of four ways seems open to us: To 
accept the papal dogma that the church has 
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& right to change the laws of Christ's King- 
dom; to grant that common-sense and con- 
venience may set aside or alter the laws 
and ordinances of Christ; to close our 
eyes to facts, and deny the truth; or to 
return to the Word of God and obey exactly 
what is commanded. Which shall it be? 
Where will loyalty to Christ lead ns? 

Finally, as to the design of Christian bap- 
tism. In the fundamental law of His King- 
dom, our Lord declared : "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved." — Mark 
i6; i6. "Saved" here is equivalent to "the 
remission of sins' ' in the declaration, 
"Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins. " — Acts a i^S. Find out what belief 
is for in the first passage, and you find out 
what baptism is for; leam what repentance 
is for in the second passage, and you learn 
what baptism is for, and in both these pas- 
sai^s the conditions are for, or in order to, 
the same thing ; or, in other words, we have 
faith, repentance, and baptism for the remis- 
sion of sins, or salvation from past sins. To 
the believing penitent, therefore, baptism is 
"for the remission of sins." That the 
Apostles so understood it is evident from 
their instructions to sinners when they acted 
under tlie commission. Thus the very first 
time they undertook to preach the gospel 
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and discharge their mission to men askings, 
"What must we do?" they answered, "Re- 
pent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins." — Acts a : 38. 

Remission of sin is an act of God, an act 
of the Sovereign, He may suspend it on 
whatever conditions he pleases. Faith and 
repentance are spiritual changes wrought in 
the heart of man, but forgiveness takes place 
in the heart of God. In view of the sinner's 
faith and repentance God proposes to certify 
this forgiving grace through baptism; and 
Christian baptism, baptism into Christ, is 
not a mere physical act. In case it is admin- 
istered where there is no faith, no repent- 
ance, no conscious volition whatever on the 
part of the one baptized, as in the case of 
infants, it is a mere physical act; but bap- 
tism into Christ is an act of faith, an act of 
repentance; and a physical act springing 
from faith and inspired by love for Christ is 
a spiritual act, as praise, prayer, benev- 
olence, all physical acts are called spiritual 
sacrifices. 

"Go making disciples," said Jesus, "bap* 
tizing them into the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." "Into" 
denotes the transition effected by baptism, 
an introduction into new relations with 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. As by mar- 
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riage one is married into new relations, so 
the believer is baptized into the family of 
God and sustains a new relation to God as 
his Father, to Jesus Christ as his Savior and 
Elder Brother, to the Holy Spirit as his 
Comforter, to the whole spiritual universe. 
"Baptized into Christ," into His death, into 
one body, into the name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, changes the state. As a 
believer you are transferred into a new posi- 
tion; you are acknowledged as saved, justi- 
fied, a child of God, a member of the body 
of Christ, a citizen of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, an heir of eternal life. To deny 
that baptism is a saving ordinance is to deny 
Peter, who said, "Baptism doth also now save 
us" — I Pet. 3: ai ; to deny Jesus, who said, 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved" — Mark 16: 16. "Except a man be 
bom of water and of the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. ' ' — J no. 3 : 5. 
Review: What thought should control men in re- 
ligion? How does our subject divide itself? What 
were conditions preparatory to baptism? What is 
Scripture teaching as to the action? Give testimony 
of Schaff and Stanley. What four ways are open to 
as? What Is the design of tjaptism? 
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THE PROOF OF OUR ACCEPTANCE WITH GOD 

There are two active agents io the salva- 
tion of every human sou! — God and the lost 
creature that is saved. It was so in the 
salvation of Saul of Tarsus, it was so in 
your salvation, it will be so to the end of 
time. God exercises the sovereign power of 
forgiveness, God has ordained the plan of 
salvation. God so loved the world as to give 
His Son to redeem it. God stands as the 
Father of the prodigal, and greets the 
erring one as he returns from the strange 
country. The other agent is the lost soul, 
the prodigal, the sinner. His is tlie 
privilege of turning to God, of surrender- 
ing to the authority of heaven, of saving 
himself. 

From the time of Adam, God has uni- 
versally addressed Himself to man's intelli- 
gence aud free will, saying: "You do this 
and I will reward you ; neglect to do it, and 
I will punish you;" and reward or punish- 
ment has always followed obedience or 
neglect There is not a case in the Scrip- 
tures where this is not the rule. "Lord, 
what wouldst thou have me to do?" asks 
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Saul of Tarsus, "Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?" question the Jews on Pente- 
cost. "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
cries the jailer. "Blessed are they that do 
His comtnandinents, for they shall enter in 
through the gates into the city." "By 
works a man is justified." 

Throughout the Bible we read that men 
are saved by obeying; condemned, for dis- 
obeying. Forgiveness is conditional. So 
far from doing being "a deadly thing," it is 
neglect of doing that is deadly. To obey is 
better than sacrifice. The man who hears 
"these sayings of mine" and does them 
builds upon the rock. God in His gospel 
message names the conditions upon which 
He will accept men; the proof of pardon 
comes in the soul's acceptance of those 
conditions. 

The change we call coliversion is the most 
radical and complete men can undergo. 
Take the literal meaning of the Latin word 
and it signifies a turning about, as of one 
turning around and facing a point directly 
opposite to that toward which his eyes were 
directed. Applied to spiritual things, it 
means a turning from sin unto righteous- 
ness, from the world to Christ, from dark- 
ness to light, from death to life; which 
involves the whole man and is marked by a 
thorough revolution in his whole life. So 
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important and effective a change must be 
apparent to him who undergoes it. If 
revelation reveals anything it must reveal 
the way o£ salvation, and it must be possible 
for men to know when they are saved or 
have become Christians. 

Are there no tests to settle this question? 
Does not the Bible make known the evi- 
dences of regeneration? Can such a revolu- 
tion take place in the heart and life of any 
man unknown to himself? Has God left us 
to hang all our days on the ragged edge of 
doubt and never to realize the happiness of 
pardon, of reconciliation, of adoption into His 
family, in this present life? Must people be 
always saying, "I hope I am a Christian," 
"I trust I amasaved person," "I would not 
be presumptuous, but I feel that I am par- 
doned"? Is it not possible to say, "I know," 
"I know that my Redeemer liveth," "I 
know whom I have believed," "I know all 
things work together for my good," "I have 
fought a good fight, I have kept the faith ; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown"? 

Christians are in doubt because they try 
themselves by the wrong tests. The Scrip- 
tures are not uncertain here. Men and 
women converted under the preaching of 
the Apostles were not without assurance; 
and the conversion of men to-day and the 
evidences of their acceptance are the same as 
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in the beginning. Men came to the Apos- 
tles sinners, and went away regenerated; 
came despairing, and left rejoicing; came 
slaves of the evil one, and returned enrolled 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
change was wrought and the people who 
were changed knew what that change was 
and when it took place in every case. 

First, the evidence of their conversion and 
of God's pardon lay in their own acceptance 
of the gospel. The Apostles were com- 
manded to preach repentance and remission 
of sins. God is shown to be reconciled to 
the world in the death of His Son, and now 
the appeal to men is, "Be ye reconciled to 
God."— II Cor. 5;i8-ai. The declaration 
of the sublime facts of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ presented three 
truths r Men are sinners, souls are lost with- 
out salvation, Christ is the divinely appointed 
Savior. On certain definite conditions this 
salvation was promised to men; upon the 
immutable eternal Word of God this promise 
was given, and men accepting the gospel as 
proclaimed by the Apostles had the witness 
of the Spirit of God to the fact of their 
acceptance with God. Rom. 8: 14-17; I Jno. 
5:9- 

On Pentecost, for example, the gospel is 
first preached and the conditions of accept- 
ance proclaimed. A vast assembly of 
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unbelievers are congregated together. The 
evidences of the Messiahship of Jesus pre- 
sented by Peter and his associates convince 
them. Under pressure of conviction, they 
cry, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 
Then said Peter unto them, "Repent, and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remissioa of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
They then that gladly received his word 
were baptized." — Acts a: 38-41. 

Were not these persons converted? Did 
they not know themselves to be changed? 
Had they not the evidence of reconciliation 
with God? If asked, "Are you pardoned?" 
could they not answer, "Yes"? If one had 
demanded of one of them, "How were you 
converted?" what would his answer have 
been unless, "I heard the gospel, I believed 
on Christ, I repented of my sins, I was 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of my sins, I have the promise of 
God if I do these things; I shall have for- 
giveness and the gift of His Spirit, my 
assurance is the positive declaration of God 
Himself who cannot lie"? Do we need more 
than the simple promise of the Almighty? 

Tracing the history of these early Chris- 
tians, we find other proofs which were tests 
to them. Love to God is one. This leads 
to repentance and preserves us in the way 
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of repentance. In this original Christian 
church we see it evidenced in their fidehty 
to His commandments. "They continued 
steadfastly in the Apostles doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers." — Acts a: 43. The love of God is 
the love of good, highest good, all good, 
perfect good ; a love that seeks after good 
and shows itself in doing good. 

Is this your love? Is your highest ambi- 
tion, your dearest desire, that which is good? 
Can you say, "I love God; I love the Lord 
my God; I love His law, I love His will; I 
love His pleasure above all earthly things; I 
love His Son Jesus Christ and seek to honor 
Him in all His commandments and ordi- 
nances' ' ? Can you say that? Then this test 
is met in you. God's love and care and 
tender forgiveness are real to you. Unrest 
is gone. Peace that passeth all understand- 
ing comes. A little boy and his brother 
were lost in a western forest. After being 
out a day and night, they were found. Giv- 
ing an.acconnt of what took place while they 
were in the woods, the little fellow said; 
"When it got dark, I kneeled down and 
asked God to take care of little Jimmie and 
me, and then we went to sleep." 

Another test is love to the Lord's people, 
"We know we have passed from death unto 
life because we love the brethren."— I Jno. 
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3: 14. Tests of love are ever the same. A 
man should be no more in doubt whether 
he loves God and Christ, and the people of 
God, than whether he loves his wife, his 
mother, or his children. Love to man is 
proof of our love to God. Love to Christian 
brethren is evidence of our devotion to 
Christ, Love to good men and women is 
testimony to ourselves and to the world that 
our hearts are turned from sin unto right- 
eousness; and the man who injures his 
brother, who hates and wrongs his brother, 
has the witness in himself that he is not 
right with God, L Jno. 2:10,11; 3:10, 
17; 4: zo; Jno. 13:35- 

Still another testis obedience. "Hereby 
know we that we know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. He that saith, I know 
Him, and keepeth not His commandments 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him." — I 
Jno. 2:5. Strong language this; but God 
does not trifle. Vigorous speech is needed 
in this age. When men make light of 
Christ's law and seek to substitute a wishy- 
washy, namby-pamby sentitnentalismfor the 
plain, old-fashioned, pay-as-you-go, love- 
God - and - your - neighbor, go - about - doing- 
good Bible religion it is time for Sinai and 
the law's thunders. Commandments, ordi- 
nances, worships, service, profession, are 
not a mere pastime. You are a Christian, 
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or you are not. Your Lord means what He 
says, or He does not. These things are 
needed, or they are not. There is no mis- 
take. Doing well here secures the praise 
"Well done" hereafter; and you know that 
you are a Christian if you are keeping 
Christ's commandments; i£ not, you may 
well be doubtful. Jno. 14:21; I Jno- 3:4. 

Reliance upon Christ is another test. 
With all our works there is "none other 
name under heaven that is given among 
men, wherein we must be saved." — Acts 
4;n. Reliance upon self, good deeds, 
happy feelings, much show of piety and 
benevolence, is not what we want. Many in 
judgment will cry, "Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy by Thy name, and by Thy name 
cast out devils, and by Thy name do many 
mighty works? And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you : depart from 
me ye that work iniquity, " — Matt. 7:23, 33, 
The King and the King's Word afford 
sufficient proof of the exaltation and safety 
of the King's subjects. 

We believe the testimony of men. One 
day Napoleon was reviewing his army. His 
horse became unmanageable. The emperor 
lost his rein; his life was in danger. A 
private in the ranks sprang forward, seized 
the rein in peril of his life. The emperor 
touched his hat to the soldier. "Captain!" 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



112 Bible Doctrine 

Instantly the man understood and believed. 
"Of what regiment, sire?" "Of my 
guards," The soldier did not take his gun 
and return to the ranks. He threw down 
the gun and went up to the commander of 
the guard. The commander ordered him 
back to the ranks. "I am a captain of the 
guard." "You a captain of the guard!" 
"Yes." "Who said it?" '"the emperor!" 
Enough. Nothing more was needed. He 
took the great captain at his word. Can we 
not thus rely upon our Leader? Does He 
say, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved"? Does He promise, "Lo, I 
am with you always"? Does He declare, 
"Come unto me all ye that labor, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest"? He 
is faithful. 

Finally, perseverance in well-doing is a 
proof of conversion. "As many as are led 
by the Spirit of God these are the Sons of 
God." — Rom. 8: 14. To be led by the Spirit 
is to follow gladly the teachings of the 
Spirit, to walk in the Spirit, to grow in the 
SpiriL This is holiness. This is heaven. 
Such lives grow. No man thus going 
heavenward will say in the end: 



"All my life looking back seems like a broken stair, 
That winds aroimd a, ruined tower and leads not 
anywhere." 
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People who have religion in spells can 
hardly be termed Christians. People who 

need all sorts of coaxing and coddling to get 
them to attend church services, and to do 
right even a little bit, are scarcely regener- 
ated men and women. Piety is not an 
impulse; it is a life principle. Christianity 
does not consist in intellectually accepting 
the gospel, and being baptized, it involves 
the whole moral nature and life of the man 
or woman. "If you continue in my Word, 
then are you my disciples indeed." — ^Jno. 



Rbview: What agents operate In human salvation? 
What is the law of reward^ and punishments? How 
may one know he is converted? Describe the first teat 
riven. What evidence had the Jews on Pentecost? 
What second proof is suggested? Third? Fourth? 
Fifth? Have you these assurancea of acceptance? 
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Christ came to save all men, and to gather 
all men, so that henceforth there shall be 
one flock and one Shepherd. The great 
family of mankind, as a family, must be 
reconciled and set in order. This want is to 
be supplied by Christ and the church. 
Personal need of pardon is to be met with 
the promise of forgiveness on the ground of 
personal . faith and obedience ; disorganized 
and rebellious humanity, as a family, as a 
race, by the establishment of a kingdom 
organized upon principles of holiness and 
love; and a world of sin, ignorance, 
idolatry, departure from God, is to be made 
over by organized Christianity. 

Let us understand what is meant by 
Kingdom or church. Our Lord at the open- 
ing of His ministry went about all Galilee, 
•'teaching in the synagogues and preaching 
the gospel of the Kingdom"; the gospel as 
good news of salvation; the Kingdom an 
organized society of which He was to be 
King. Matt. 4: aj. John the Baptist 
preached the Kingdom, a new and better 
social order which was to be established in 
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the world, as at hand ; and when the King 
came, He Himself, and twelve embassadors 
and seventy heralds, proclaimed the same 
Kingdom. Over and over again Christ 
taught "things pertaining to the Kingdom 
of God." The Kingdom of Heaven is as a 
grain of mustard seed, as leaven, as a net, as 
a field of wheat in which an enemy sowed 
tares, as a sheepfold, as a family, above all 
as a human body whose head is Christ and 
whose many members make up a perfect 
man. What do these pictures show unless a 
visible organized society? 

The church is not a spirit; it is a body. 
It is not an invisible creation of God ; it is a 
visible union of men. It is not a conspiracy 
— a mingling of breaths; it is a society open 
and visible with terms of admission and 
duties of membership. The only invisible 
church is the heavenly church, the church 
triumphant, and even that has been seen, 
for John declares: "I beheld, and lo, a great 
multitude, which no man could number out 
of every nation, and of all tribes and peoples 
and tongues, standing before the throne and 
before tJie Lamb." — Rev. 7: 9, 10. 

This is made clear by reference to the 
work of the Apostles in proclaiming and 
establishing the Kingdom. What is the his- 
tory? Christ is proclaimed on Pentecost 
under the special power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Men, living, thinking, visible, sinning men, 
of flesh and blood and heart and brain, are 
listeners. Convinced that Jesus is the 
Messiah, and that they are rebels against 
God, they exclaim: "Men and brediren, 
what shall we do?" They are told what to 
do. "They then that received his word 
were baptized: and there were added unto 
them in that day about three thousand souls. 
And the Lord added to them day by day 
those that were being saved," — Acts a: 
37-47- 

Here was the first foundation of that 
society that was to be built all over the 
world as visible and tangible as any king- 
dom ever founded by men. Here was the 
laying in time of a structtire whose 
spires and battlements were to mount up to 
eternity, a temple as manifest and stable as 
the temple in Jerusalem. Here was the 
organization of a social body with conditions 
of membership, offices, laws, ordinances, 
usages as real and evident as the Roman 
empire itself — a great commonwealth of 
souls! It was actual. It had a name, a 
body, a head, members, organization, an 
indwelling Spirit. So Paul writes, "Unto 
the Church of God which is at Corinth, even 
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, with all that call upon 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every 
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place, their Lord and ours : Grace unto you 
and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, " — I Cor, 1:2,3. 

What now is the Church of Christ? Jesus, 
speaking of the church, declares: "Where 
two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them. ' ' — 
Matt. 18 : 20. Two views are here presented 
which taken together constitute the church : 
the visible manifestation in the coming 
together of two or three, and the Invisible 
world to which they stand related by the 
presence and authority of Jesus. The com- 
ing together of two or three is a visible 
existence. These we can touch, with these 
we can labor, by these forces can be set in 
motion, results achieved. A house of wor- 
ship we call a church. Properly it is a 
meeting-house, a place of assembly, the 
center where a church of Jesus Christ 
gathers for worship. The men and women 
that come together as Christ commands 
constitute the church. In such a visible 
gathering is where Christ promises to be, 
and these together constitute the body of 
which Christ is the head. The Church of 
Christ is one. "When two or three are 
gathered together" implies unity. It is aa 
one body that they come, as it is in one 
name. Christian love. Christian inter- 
course, Christian union, identity of Chris- 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOglC 



ii8 Bible Doctrine 

tian faith and practice, are all implied here. 
Two or three are not able to walk together 
except they are agreed; and as they are "to 
gather together," they dare not adopt forms 
or impose conditions that would divide 
them, for this would destroy their unity and 
identity as a church of Christ And if one 
of these gatherings is not permitted thus to 
divide and destroy the oneness of the body, 
a thousand are forbidden to do it; and the 
twos and threes that gather in any land, or 
in all lands, must come together in the 
same manner and be identical in faith and 
practice to be "churches of Christ." 

The great Protestant world does not show 
this condition. A state of disunion, aliena- 
tion, contradictory teaching and open strife 
exists. Sectarianism is one of the most 
marked deviations from the gospel and from 
the original Apostolic church. "The multi- 
tude of them that believed were of one heart 
and soul." — Acts 4:32. "I pray not for 
these alone, but for all them that believe on 
me through their word, that they all may be 
one : even as Thou, Father, art in me and I in 
Thee, that they also may be our in us; that 
the world may believe that Thou didst send 
me." — John 17:30,21. "Now I beseech 
you, brethren, through the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions among 
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you; but that ye be perfected together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment." 
—I Cor. j:io. 

What would Paul say should he visit 
Christendom now? What sort of an epistle 
would he write to tlie churches in Corinth, 
or Rome, or London, or New York, if he is 
of the same mind as when he wrote the iirst 
Epistle to the Corinthians? What church 
would Paul probably attend as being near- 
est in faith and practice to the church he 
founded were he to visit Washington City in 
this year of grace 1899? What confusion 
would he discover in the multitude of creeds 
and schools, of names and forms, of methods 
and practices in the great brotherhood of 
those who claim one Savior, one Father, one 
Bible, one destiny, and profess to walk 
according to the one perfect rule which 
reveals one body, one Spirit, one hope, one 
Lord, one faith, and one baptism? Eph. 
4:4-6. 

But is it possible that all that come 
together — the twos and threes in every land 
and of every race — should be one? Cer- 
tainly, if they assemble as Christ requires: 
"In my name.'* Our Lord gives here the 
ground of union — His authority. Whatever 
renders a man accepted of his God should 
render him accepted of his brother. What- 
ever saves men should unite them. What- 
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ever rules them in religion, drawn from 
divine sources alone, should be catholic, 
universal. What are the conditions of 
salvation? Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
and obedience to Him in His positive insti- 
tutions brings the sinner into the possession 
and enjoyment of salvation, is the common 
voice of Protestantism, This, then, is the 
basis of a united church. There should be 
one faith, one Lord acknowledged, one 
obedience required, and among the children 
of God one all-pervading family affection. 
So when Christ declares, "Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name 
there am I in the midst of them" the pres- 
ence of Christ in His congregation is a 
sofScient guarantee that that congregation 
is His church; and the gathering of the 
congregation in His name is sufficient 
guarantee of His presence. 

"In myname," by my authority, in accord 
with the inspired New Testament rule, let 
the tvios and threes, the assemblies, that 
gather in whatever land, in whatever age, 
among whatever people, come together, 
and they must be one people, one church. 

Who now belongs to the Church of Christ? 
Christ declared: "On this rock I will build 
mychurch." — Matt, i6: i8. Christ is "head 
over all things to His church." — Eph. 1:3a. 
Christ declared, "All authority hath been 
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gfiven unto me in heaven and on earth. Go 
ye therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them into the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. "—Matt. aS: 18, 19. "What things 
soever ye shall bind on earth," that is, "in 
my name," "by my authority," "shall be 
bbund in heaven : and what things soever ye 
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven." — Matt 18: 18. "Repentance and 
remission of sins," He declared, "should be 
preached in His name among all the 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. " — Luke 
34:47. 

So in Christ's name men went preaching 
the Word. So in Jerusalem thousands 
under conviction cried, "Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?" So under the charge 
and commission of their master, the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, the Apostles 
gave the law by which sins should be 
remitted, or retained, as it was obeyed or 
rejected — the law of submission to the 
Messiah's authority, of remission of sins, 
and of enrollment in the church. "Repent, 
and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ," — Acts a: 38. 

"In my name," then, is equivalent to "by 
my authority." Gathering together two 
and three "in my name" implies voluntary 
action on the part of each one entering into 
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this association, and yielding^ obedience to 
the conditions of the gospel is recognition of 
the authority of the King and admittance as 
subjects to tiie privilege of His Kingdom. 

Following the Apostles, in the practical 
illustration of their commission as embassa- 
dors of Jesus Christ, we find in every case — 
on Pentecost, with Saul of Tarsus, in the 
conversion of the Ethiopian prince, of Lydia, 
of Cornelius the Roman captain, of the jailer 
of Philippi, of the Corinthians, of the 
Samaritans, men were required to believe 
with all their hearts in Jesus Christ as the 
King, the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, 
to repent of their sins, and to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and thus in the way authorized by 
Jesus Christ they gathered themselves 
together in twos and threes, in churches, in 
Jerosalem, Corinth, Ephesus, Antioch, 
Galatia, Thessalonica, Rome, and in the 
uttermost parts of the earth. Under the same 
rule, the authority of Christ, who is its 
head, the church is to be perpetuated, its 
integrity preserved, its mission accomplished. 

By yielding, then, to the authority of 
Christ we become members of the Church of 
Christ, and are made kings and priests unto 
God, and through the great High Priest 
may render acceptable worship to the Most 
High. Where two or three are thus gath- 
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ered is a sanctuary, and the two or three 
are priests, and the gathering, whether in 
the desert, or the crowded city, or the lonely 
island of the sea; is a church of Christ, and 
they that belong to it are members of the 
body of Christ. 

Review: What is the purpose of organiied Chris- 
tianity? Define the kingdom. How is the church a. 
visible institution? What is the church? Does Prot- 
estantism represent it? Why not? Who belong to 
the Church of Christ? How are men made members 
of the church? How continued in its fellowship? 
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THE lord's day 

Whatever may be the length of that 
tn3rsterio)is period covered in the simple 
expression used by Moses, "in the begin- 
ning," and of those "days" of creation, we 
understand that on the seventh period of 
His labors God rested. Measuring time by 
day and night is readily pointed out to the 
common sense of mankind by the course of 
the sun. Lunar months and solar years are 
equally obvious to rational creatures; so 
tlwt the reason why time has been computed 
by days, months, and years is easily given, 
but how the division of time into weeks of 
seven days, and this from the beginning, 
came to obtain so universally among men 
cannot be accounted for without having 
respect to some impression on the minds of 
men from the constitution and laws of 
nature, with the tradition of Sabbatical rest 
from the foundation of the world. 

Intimations of the weekly partition of time 
are found in the earliest Greek poets, Hesiod 
and Homer, as well as among the Egyptians, 
Chaldeans, and Romans. Noah, in sending 
out the dove, observes the septenary revolu- 
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tion of days; and in the life of Jacob the 
week is spoken of as a well-known period of 
time. Upon Israel in the law it is enjoined 
both upon the ground of its original institu- 
tion and in memory of the deliverance from 
Egypt "Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy," is a command which would 
indicate that it had been observed before 
this time. In the wilderness its sanctity had 
been marked by withholding the manna and 
providing a double portion on the sixth day. 
In the political law of Israel it was incorpor- 
ated, and its observance is connected with 
the highest promises, its violation with the 
severest maledictions. Among the Jews in 
our Lord's time it was a day of holy convo- 
cation, and was so observed by Him; only 
they had hedged it about with arbitrary 
restrictions and forms until it had become a 
burden, and Christ calls attention to the 
Sabbath as an institution for man, for man's 
delight, for man's good, for man's rest 
Mark a: 37, 

The Jewish Sabbath as an institution was 
commemorative, moral and typical. As a 
commemorative institution it reminded man 
of the origin of things; as a moral institution 
it helped him to grow in knowledge and 
virtue; as a typical institution it prefigured 
the eternal Sabbath of the soul. Man 
needed it, and God established it. Under 
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the Christian dispensation man is the same 
needy creature ; his memory must be 
refreshed, his moral nature cultivated, his 
interest in the future quickened. Would it 
not be a remarkable thing if the Christian 
institution had no Sabbath day? Would not 
Christianity be imperfect without its day? 
Where, then, is this Sabbath? Or what day 
does it occur? By what name is it known? 
Upon what authority does it rest? 

Opening the New Testament, we learn 
that a Sabbath was ordained and observed ; 
that this rest day was the first day of the 
week; that it was known to the early church 
as "The Lord's Day" ; that it was sanctified 
and kept by Christians from the beginning, 
because the day on which Jesus arose from 
the dead; that on this day Christ met with 
His disciples before His ascension; that the 
Church of Christ began on Pentecost after 
our Lord's death, resurrection, and ascen- 
sion, being the first day of the week, or the 
morrow after the Sabbath ; that under the 
guidance and teaching of inspired embassa- 
dors of Christ, the primitive disciples were 
instructed to assemble for public worship, to 
lay by in store for their Master's work, and 
to celebrate His death in the Supper on that- 
day. 

What is the history? "Then the same 
day at evening, being the first day of the 
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week, when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were assembled, for fear of the 
Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and 
saith unto them, Peace be unto you." — Jno. 
ao; 19. Why were these disciples assembled 
on the first day of the week? Why did Jesus 
on that day appear in their midst and pro- 
nounce His blessing upon them? Why, 
tinless as God gave the world example of 
resting on the Seventh day so Christ has 
left here an example of meeting with His 
disciples and blessing them on the day of His 
resurrection. 

Again, we have fbe sanction and authority 
of the Holy Spirit given this day by His 
descent to qualify the Apostles for their 
mission and to introduce the long-expected 
reign of heaven. "And when the day of 
Pentecost was fully come," that is, "the 
morrow after the Sabbath, on the lirst day 
of the week," (Levit. 23: 15-16) "they were 
all with one accord in one place. And sud- 
denly there came a sound from heaven, as of 
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. And there 
appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as 
of fire, and it sat upon each of them : and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
t>egan to speak with other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance." — Acts 3:1-4. 
Does not the coming to the church of the 
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ever-present Counsellor and Comforter on 
the first day of the week also forever sanc- 
tify this day? 

Then we have Apostolic teaching and 
practice. Eusebius, the father of ecclesias- 
tical history, informs us that "from the 
beginning Christians assembled on the first 
day of the week commonly called by them 
the Lord's Day, for purposes of religious 
worship, to read the Scripttires, to pray, 
and to celebrate the Lord's Supper. ' ' 
Irenaeus declares: "On the Lord's Day 
every one of us Christians keeps the Sab- 
bath." Justin Martyr observes: "On the 
Lord's Day all Christians in city or country 
meet together because that is the day of the 
Lord's resurrection." 

Reading the testimony of the Apostles, 
however, we have the custom of the 
churches established under their immediate 
direction clearly set forth. Panl tarried 
seven days in Troas to meet with his 
brethren, "On the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul preached unto them," — Acts 
3o;7. 

It was not to hear preaching that they 
came together on that day. Any day of 
the seven they could have heard Paul. Evi- 
dently they came together as under a divine 
obligation "to break bread," to commem- 
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orate the Lord's death in the Supper and 
the Lord's resurrection in the day, and thus 
to openly publish the great facts of the 
gospel to mankind. 

FVom Paul's communications to the 
Church in Corinth we learn that it was their 
practice to observe this day. They had 
been perverting the Lord's Supper and the 
Apostle rebukes them, saying: "When ye 
come together therefore in one place this is 
not to eat the Lord's Supper." — I Cor. 
II : 3o. Later he says to them: "Upon the 
first day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him." — I Cor. 16; s. Plainly, then, the first 
day of the week was the time of their 
assembling, and the practice in Corinth was 
without doubt the custom of every church of 
Christ. The Apostolic churches were 
exhorted not to forsake the assembling of 
themselves together, and the purpose of 
their meeting was to preach the Word, to 
contribute of their means to the Lord's 
treasury, to openly publish the death of 
their Lord in the Supper, and so to "con- 
tinue steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, the breaking of bread, and 
prayers." — Heb. 10:25; ActS3:4z. 

Most of all, as the public recognition of 
the greatest of all facts, the truth without 
whi(^ all their faith would be in vain, the 
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resurrection of Jesus, not enjoined by 
statutory law, bat rising into sacredness and 
devont commemoration by the peculiar 
power and grandeur of the fact itself, the 
observance of the first day of the week is a 
most solemn obligation. 

The resurrection of Jesus from the dead 
was the culmination of Uie gospel. Without 
it the work of the Redeemer would be 
incomplete, the divinity of Jesns would not 
be subst^tiated, Christianity a failure. 
Apostles trembled when they saw Him die. 
Women wept at the sweeping away of all 
hope. But when the tomb is found empty 
and thousands had seen Him again on earth, 
and even Thomas believed, they remember 
His words. They see through it all. The 
triumph over death and hell is achieved. 
The sun of immortality had risen to them 
that sat in darkness and the shadow of 
death. No longer were men to reason and 
wonder whether the soul should live for- 
ever. No longer were men to seek by art to 
preserve the body with the thought that its 
dissolution was the eternal end. No longer 
were men to dread annihilation. Vague 
hints of immortality are confirmed now. 
The stone from the sepulcher of humanity is 
rolled away. Prison doors are thrown wide. 
Lazarus springs forth. Grave bands are 
stricken on. The king of terror is hurled 
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from his seat, his rule ended, his scepter 
■broken, his dread power over the hearts of 
men forever done away. Light breaks 
where all waa gloom, and Jesus risen, 
ascended, leads captivity captive, bound to 
the chariot wheels of His triumph. 

Oh, this overthrow of death! Oh, this 
imfolding of life! Oh, this earnest of a 
glorious uprising and a perfect unfailing 
summer; this springing like a plant from 
the cold earth to perpetual blossoming and 
fruitage under a never-setting sun! All 
tears wiped away from all eyes. Souls that 
loved here reunited and bound together in 
everlasting fellowship. Beauty for ashes, 
oil of joy for mourning, garments of praise 
for heaviness, everlasting love and unending 
peace for the spirit of hatred and strife that 
now curses, and blasts human happiness, 
Christ is risen. The first day of the week 
dawns upon a broken tomb. Man's immor- 
tality is established. The light of a new 
day breaks, the grandest of all days that 
ever glowed upon the mountain tops and 
poured itself into the valleys. And is this 
day to be forgotten? Are the sorrows of the 
cross and the joys of the resurrection to go 
uncommemorated? Shall we sing of earthly 
heroes and earthly deliverances, and sing no 
song and keep no feast for the risen Lord? 
Are the miracle of love that brought Christ 
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to the cross and the miracle of power that 
brought again our Lord Jestis Christ from 
the dead, to be forgotten by the ransomed 
of the Lord, or carelessly tept in memory? 
Is it to be as any other day, devoted to 
pleasure, desecrated by secularism, broken 
to fragments by the iconoclastic spirit of our 
time, leaving no monument of the resur- 
rection of the Son of Grod, no prophecy of 
the general awakening of all to judgment 
and eternity? God forbid, God preserve to 
us this perfect legacy. God keep us mind- 
ful of the duty we owe our Creator to have 
ever before us the new and eternal creation 
in Christ. 

Finally, for the broader interests of divine 
worship, enjoined so plainly from beginning 
to end of His revelation, we owe this seventh 
of our tihie to God. Let us be in the spirit 
on the Lord's Day. Rev. i: lo. 

Review: How came th« division of time into weeks? 
Give origin of Sabbath; of Lord's Day. Reasons for 
observing first day: from church history ; from New 
Testament. What is chief ground for its observance? 
the general reason? Do we keep the Sabbath? Is the 
fourth commandment now bindmg? Why not? 
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THE lord's supper 

The ordinances are Christ's preachers, 
appointed by His own Hps to their high 
office. The Church of Christ, the religion 
of Christ, lives in its ordinances. They 
have their sovereign purpose, and are abso- 
lutely necessary to man's life and growth in 
Christ The Kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ has its constitution, 
laws, ordinances, manners, and customs, as 
any human kingdom ; and he who would be 
a good and happy citizen of this Kingdom 
must understand these and submit to them. 

A religion without ordinances is as faulty 
as a religion which mates ordinances every- 
thing and loses sight wholly of the spirit and 
life of Christianity. What loose, vague, 
intangible, ill-founded notions of religion, of 
duty to Christ, and of the character of His 
salvation may be found in many minds 
to-day, growing out of neglect of the posi- 
tive institutions of the gospel! How often, 
when convicted souls cry, "Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?" instead of 
being answered with the Apostolic word 
(Acts a: 38), they are told vaguely to "seek 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



'34 



Bible Doctrine 



Jesus," to "find Jesus," to "believe on 
Jesus," to "pray," to "wait for the Spirit"! 
Men who already believe, with whom the 
Spirit has striven mightily through the 
gospel; who are convicted of sin and pro- 
foundly penitent and anxious to give up 
their sins; who have already found Jesus to 
be their Savior and Lord, are as sincerely 
praying as ever did Saul of Tarsus, and need 
only to prove their faith by full surrender to 
the laws of Christ's Kingdom, and are seek- 
ing to know what further step they mnst 
take to do this, should be told what to do. 
Why not give them Peter's answer? Why 
not allow the ordinances of the Kingdom 
their true position? Why not command 
baptism in the name of the Lord? Acts 
10:47, 48. 

Two ordinances are divinely instituted: 
baptism, and the Lord's Supper; baptism, 
in which the sinner renounces the world, 
dies to sin, enters or puts on Christ, and 
from which he rises with Christ to walk in 
newness of life; and the Lord's Supper, a 
perpetual memorial of the death of Christ, 
the visible symbols of the new covenant, the 
bond which secures God's people to Calvary, 
to heaven, to the very heart of Jesus. Paul 
calls the second of these ordinances "The 
Lord's Supper." I Cor. 11; ao. 

As the Bible speaks of the first day of the 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



The Lord's Supper 135 

week as "the Lord's Day," not as "the Sab- 
bath," so this is "the Lord's Table," "the 
Lord's Supper. " In the Lord's house this 
is sacred and holy to the Lord, As we 
would call Bible things by Bible names, we 
do not speak of this institution as "the Sacra- 
ment," The sacramentum was the oath 
taken by the Roman soldier. The Latin 
church presumed to call this a sacrament, an 
oath, or binding pledge unto the Lord. 
There is a solemn obligation connected with 
this institution. Every communicant renews 
here his devout consecration to God's serv- 
ice. But it is more than a sacrament. 

Nor do we call it "the Eucharist," that is, 
an exercise of thanksgiving, the name 
applied to it by the Greek church. Thank- 
fulness of heart is the all-pervading grace 
that should characterize the participant in 
the Lord's Supper. Christ in instituting it 
gave thanks ; and who can fail to be grate- 
ful when filled with the thought: "I was 
lost, but He found me; I was dead, but He 
made me alive; I was blind, but now I see; 
I was condemned, but in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly"? Still, this is more 
than a service of thanksgiving. 

Nor yet is it "the Communion." The 
disciples communed with the Master and 
with each other, and our communion to-day 
is with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
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Christ, and not alone a communion of saints. 
I Jno. 1 : 3. "The cup of blessing which we 
bless, is it not the communion of the blood 
of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ?" 
— I Cor. 10:16. "Communion," however, 
is not the Scriptural name of this feast. 
"The Lord's Supper" Paul terms it, "the 
breaking of bread" is Luke's name for it. 
Acts 2 : 43. 

What, now, is the history of this act of 
worship? The Apostles were commanded 
to teach the disciples of Christ all things 
whatsoever He commanded. Matt, z8 : 
19, so. Whatever the early Christians prac- 
ticed in their meetings with the approlmtion 
of the Apostles is equivalent to Apostolic 
command that we ^ould do the same. 
Apostolic example is of equal authority with 
Apostolic precept. Show us where Paul, or 
any Apostle, sprinkled water for baptism, 
and we will go and do likewise. Show us 
where an Apostle periormed this action for 
an infant, and we will do the same. That 
will be enough. We want to know simply 
the usage of the Apostolic church. 

In the twenty-sixth of Matthew we have 
the history of the origin of this institution. 
Our Lord gives the bread and wine as 
symbols of Hist>odyand blood. "As they 
were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed 
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it, and brake it, and gave it to His disciples, 
and said. Take, eat ; this is my body. And 
He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, saying. Drink ye all of it: for this 
is my blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins." — 
Matt. 36: 36-28. 

We hear no more of this ordinance after 
this until Pentecost When the promise of 
the Holy Spirit to the Apostles is fulfilled 
they preach Christ to the people, and 3,000 
gladly receive the Word and are baptized. 
The first Christian church ever known in the 
history of the world is organized and set in 
order as Christ commanded through the 
Spirit, and "they continued steadfastly in 
the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread and in prayers." 

Here is a congregation which is to be a 
model. Both in teaching and practice this 
first organization under the new dispensa- 
tion was to be an example to all Judea and 
Samaria, and to men unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth, to all future ages, to 
every church afterward organized and 
assembled in the name of Jesus Christ ; an 
example to be patterned after in our day in 
teaching and ordinances if we would be 
indeed and in truth an Apostolic church. 
How often the church in Jerusalem broke 
bread we are not told, but that they con- 
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tinned as steadfastly in the breaking of 
bread as in the Apostles' doctrine and fel- 
lowship; that they as steadfastly and uni- 
formly in their meetings attended on the 
breaking of bread as npon any other means 
of edification or act of worship, we are 
clearly taught. 

We next hear of this institution in the 
Church at Troas. "And upon the first day 
of the week, when the disciples came 
together to break bread, Paul preached 
unto them." — Acts 20:7. Two things are 
obvious from this history: that it was an 
established rule or custom for the disciples 
to meet on the first day of the week, and 
that the primary object of their meeting was 
to break bread. Weekly observance of the 
first day of the week as a day of meeting for 
the disciples, and weekly breaking of bread 
at these meetings, stand or fall together in 
the light of this passage. If they met fifty- 
two times in the year on the first day of the 
week, they broke bread fifty-two times; if 
they met once, they broke bread once. If 
they met every fii'st day, they broke bread 
every first day; if they did not break bread 
every first day, they did not meet every first 
day. It is plain, however, they did both. 
Luke uses the definite article. He does not 
say on "a first day," but on "the first 
day." As on a fixed and stated day, as a 
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regular practice, this church met for an 
express purpose, "to break bread. " It was 
not to hear Paul, though the great Apostle 
to the Gentiles discoursed to Uiem. It was 
not to regale themselves with fine music or 
to display elegant millinery. They had one 
great purpose — to remember the death of 
their Lord, They met on the first day of 
the week. They met to break bread. 

Suppose you were asked, "On what day 
does your church assemble for worship?" 
and you answer, "Upon the first day of the 
week." Would any be so dull of compre- 
hension as to ask whether you met on every 
first day of the week? Suppose, again, the 
question is, "When does your church cele- 
brate the Lord's death?" and you answer, 
"Upon the first day of the week, when we 
come together," would any be so hard of 
understanding as to need further explana- 
tion to show them that you kept the Lord's 
Supper on every first day? 

Thus from Acts 2:42 we learn that the 
breaking of bread was a stated part of the 
worship of the primitive disciples in their 
meetings, and from Acts ao: 7 we leam that 
the first day of the week was the regular 
time for those meetings and their prominent 
feature was "the breaking of bread," 
Preaching was incidental. The preaching 
even of Paul, the learned, the eloquent, the 
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renowned, whose visits were as infrequent 
as they were golden, was incidental. The 
sufferings and death of Jesus, STmbolized in 
the loaf and cup which He had blessed, the 
precious memories of the cross — these con- 
stituted the attraction which brought them 
that spring morning into the house of God. 
Again, in the very rebuke which Paul 
administers to the Corinthians (I Cor. ii : 20) 
he shows the original practice of the church. 
"When you come together therefore in one 
place, this is not to eat the Lord's Supper." 
This should have been their purpose, but 
they had perverted and abused the institu- 
tion. "To act as you do, Corinthians, 
making the Lord's Supper an ordinary and 
sensual feast, is unworthy of the object of 
your meeting; unworthy of the solemn 
occasion which brings you together! To 
act thus is not to celebrate the Lord's 
Supper!" Imagine some one entering the 
halls of Congress, and seeing half the seats 
empty, and among those present some 
laughing, some talking, some smoking, some 
in the retiring rooms, some reading news- 
papers, some writing letters, and one deliver- 
ing amid great confusion his maiden talk on 
the tariff or the Philippines, and should say, 
"When you assemble it is not to transact 
the business of the Government!" While 
reproving them could he more forcibly 
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express the true purpose of their coming 
together? So when Paul exclaims, "When 
you come together, this is not to eat the 
Lord's Supper!" his words are equivalent to 
an express command to assemble for this 
purpose. But does not weekly observance 
of the Lord's Supper result in its becoming 
"common and losing its solemnity"? Does 
prayer become common to you because of its 
frequency? The reading of God's Word, the 
precious service of the sanctuary, do these 
become common? If the infrequency of the 
act of worship increases its solemnity, then 
once a year or once in five or in twenty years 
it should be observed that it may be all the 
more solemn. Then a man should pray but 
once a year, lest the sweet privilege of com- 
munion with God become a common thing 
to him. He should read his Bible but once 
a year, or once in a lifetime, for fear the 
Word will become "common." 

But it is "expensive"! Such excuse is 
mean, base, unchristian, shocking! Then a 
man should not kneel before his Maker on 
account of the wear and tear of his clothing. 
Is not the earth the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof? Does He not give bread to the 
eater, and is not the vintage His also? Is 
the church ever too poor to furnish the 
Lord's Table? 

But it is "unfashionable" ! So it is 
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UDfashionable to tell the truth; to pay one's 
debts; to visit the poor; to be buried with 
Christ; to do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly; to be honorable and pure and 
simple, and fair-dealing, and man-loving 
and God-fearing; to follow Jesus of Naza- 
reth. 

But I am unworthy, and he that "shall eat 
this bread and drink this cup of the Lord 
unworthily shall be guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord." — I Cor. 11:37-19. I 
dare not commune. What, God offers you 
one of the greatest of His mercies and com- 
mands you to accept it, and you say, "I am 
unworthy"! You are unworthy of any 
mercy of God, but is that a reason for refus- 
ing it? You are unworthy of pardon, will 
you refuse it? God says, "Do this in 
remembrance of me," Are you unworthy 
to do it, unworthy to obey God? It is 
unworthiness of conduct at the Lord's Table 
that Paul condemns in the Corinthians. 
Our danger is not that we shall behave in a 
rude and disorderly manner at the Lord's 
Table, but that we shall neglect to eat and 
to drink at all; that we sh^l not obey our 
Master; that we shall set at naught His 
dying request ; that we shall lose a mighty 
means of grace, by absenting ourselves from 
the Lord's Supper. "And Thomas was not 
there when Jesus came." — Jno. ao: 24. 
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"But I have lately fallen into sin, and 
therefore must not come to this holy institu- 
tion." And shall you atone for one sin by 
committing another? Shall you brefdc 
another commandment to make amends for 
a former act of disobedience? 

"But I cannot live up to my profession 
when I come to the Lord's Table on every 
Lord's Day." Then you should not receive 
it at all ; then you cannot live up to your 
profession at all; then it were better foryoti 
if you had never been born. If you cannot 
live up to your profession when you come 
once a week neither can you live up to it 
when you come once a year, or once in fifty 
years, or once in a lifetime. 

"Do this," said Jesus, "in remembrance 
of me!" The early church observed it on 
every Lord's Day. For seven hundred 
years weekly communion was universal. 
The Lord's Day and the Lord's Table went 
together. Any one neglecting this feast 
three weeks without cause was excommuni- 
cated. John Calvin calls the change from 
weekly communion "an evident contrivance 
of the devil," and John Wesley exhorted the 
churches in America to administer the 
Supper on every Lord's Day. Is it not safe 
to follow the simple laws and practices of 
the New Testament? Is it not better than 
all creeds, all litanies, all imposing cere- 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOglC 



144 Bible Doctrine 

monies and pompoas forms of men — the 
sweet, simple, blessed New Testament wor- 
ship of the Church of Christ? Show us 
Calvary. "Savior, keepmenear the Cross." 

Review: What are fhe ordinances of Christ? What 
results from their neglect? What name is given to 
this ono in the Bible? Define Sacrament, Eucharist, 
Communion. Give the origin of the Lord's Supper; 
its history. What of Paul's rebuke to the Connthi- 
anB? Reasons urged for not oljserving weekly Com- 
munion. Views of reformers. 
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THE NAUE OF THE LORD'S PEOPLE 

Names have a marvelous power. Some 
possess a unique and unshadowed splendor. 
"Shakespeare," for example, stands by 
itself. We do not think of hampering it 
with prefix or sufBx. "Paul" is solitary in 
its grandeur. Loftiest dignities of schools 
or nations would only mar its unapproacli- 
able beauty. "Moses" tells its story with- 
out human attachment or change. "God" 
stands for all the glory of Deity. His titles, 
words, works, worship, perfections, excel- 
lencies, are all wrapped up within and 
unfolded out of that name. Glorious and 
fearful, transcend ant and incomparable, 
powerful and majestic, holy and reverend, 
awful and eternal, we cannot add to it nor 
take from it. The world is ruled by names. 

Names in the Scriptures meant truths, and 
words were symbols of realities. "Thou 
Shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save 
His people from their sins." — Matt i:zi. 
Peter confessed: "Thou art the Christ," 
that is, the anointed one, "the Son of the 
living God" ; and on Pentecost he declared : 
"God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye 
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have crucified, both Lord and Christ ' ' — Acts 
3:36. How glorious the title, "Jesus 
Christ," "Jesus" representing His work, 
"Christ" His office as the Messiah! What 
power and spleudor encircle this word, "The 
Christ," and over all how it stands and con- 
quers in every age ! How natural that the 
hosts that accepted Him should be known by 
His name to distinguish them from all the 
earth ! As the Aristotelians bad the name of 
their master, Aristotle, as the Platonists 
were called from their master, Plato, so 
should not those who attended upon the 
teachings of the Christ, credited His doc- 
trines, and observed the model of His life, 
be called "Christians" from their Master, 
Christ? 

Centuries have passed since Jesus of 
Nazareth lived and died in the earth. From 
Jerusalem, throughout all Judea and 
Samaria, through the universal Roman 
empire, and now to the farthest ends of the 
earth, the religion He introduced and for 
the ratification of which He died, has been 
propagated. Jews have left their bloody 
altars, Pagans their stocks and stones, and 
turned to the living God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ. And all these multitudes have been 
distinguished from their former religions, 
and from all false religions by one name — 
the name Christian. - 
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Then, see its promiDence. Great names 
in philosophy that opposed it are forgotten 
now. No man is called to-day a Platonist or 
Aristotelian. Even the proud title Roman 
has lost its significance, and no man wears 
it. But the despised name of Christ went in 
three centuries beyond that of Caesar, and 
to-day leads the world. All human names, 
all human creeds, all human systems and 
divisions must pass, but this name stands. 
Greater than all other civilizations is Chris- 
tian civilization ; highest of all nations are 
Christian nations; noblest of all eras is the 
Christian era; truest of all principles are 
Christian principles. Christian institutions, 
Christian laws. Christian communities. 
Christian men and women, Christian influ- 
ences, are better than all others. It is the 
name that is above every name. 

How did this name originate, and upon 
what authority has it become the distinctive 
name of the followers of Jesus? It may 
have originated with the enemies of Jesus, it 
may have been appropriated by the disciples 
themselves, or it may have been given by 
divine authority. By their enemies they 
were called "Nazarenes," "Galileans," the 
men "of that Way," but there is no evi- 
dence that the name "Christian" was first 
applied to disciples by their enemies as a 
term of reproach. Was the name Christian 
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derived, then, by the disciples from their 
Master, Christ, on their own authority? We 
have no Scripture that will justify this con- 
clusion. It is true the name "Christian" is 
derived from "Christos " the Christ, but we 
do not find the disciples adopting it to 
express their relation to Christ. "Calvinist" 
is an epithet taken from the name Calvin, 
"Wesleyan" from Wesley, "Lutheran" from 
Luther, names chosen by men on human 
authority, but "Christian" is from a higher 
source, of a weightier authority. Was this 
name, then, divinely given? 

It is not reasonable to suppose the follow- 
ers of Christ would be left without a divinely 
inspired title. Prophets had declared of 
the church: "Thou shalt be called by a new 
name, which the mouth of the Lord shall 
name," — Is. 63: a. What was this name? 
Luke tells us. Acts ii:a6, "The disciples 
were called Christians first at Antioch." 
Here this name is first given ten years after 
the gospel is preached in Jerusalem. How 
came it to be used? Was its origin divine or 
human? Who called the disciples Chris- 
tians, and why? The Greek word translated 
"were called" has a peculiar force. It 
signifies in the New Testament to name or 
appoint by divine direction. This is its 
meaning in the nine cases in which it occurs. 
The disciples were called Christians by 
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divine authority. Barnabas and Saul were 
directed to give this name to the followers 
of Christ. 

There are other names for the followers of 
the Lord Jesus: "disciples," "brethren," 
"saints," 'elect" Each has its meaning. 
"Disciples" are learners; "brethren" indi- 
cates their fellowship, the love of men for 
each other under the new dispensation, 
kumanity; "saints" are pure persons, saved 
from sin, set apart to holy uses; "elect" 
means chosen, those chosen under the gospel 
and through obedience to the gospel, to 
glory, honor, immortality, eternal life. Yet 
all tiiese titles meet in this one Scriptural, 
Catholic, pre-eminent name. Christian. 

The grand cardinal, fundamental truth oC 
Christianity is that Jesus is the Christ. 
From the Jewish custom of inducting kings 
and priests into office this title comes. It 
expresses highest dignity, most complete 
authority. It indicates the divine setting 
apart of the Son of Man to the office of Medi- 
ator, Prophet, Priest, and King; a worthier 
consecration than that of Saul or David or 
Solomon; an investiture with royal authority 
by the God of Heaven through the unction 
of the Holy Spirit. "God hath highly 
exalted Him and given Him a name that is 
above every name," and it is in view of the 
exaltation and coronation of Jesus that 
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everytbing now is done in His name. 
"R^ientance and remission of sins shall be 
preached in my name." "Repent, and be 
baptized, every one of yon in the name of 
Tesns Christ for the remission of sins." 
''Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesas." Is it not, 
then, of divine authority that this name 
fihould be worn by the disciples of Christ? 
"If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, 
happy are ye," says the Apostle Peter. "If 
any man suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed ; but let him glorify God in this 
name." — I Pet, 4: 14-16. It is not only the 
fact of the Christian's sufferings that may 
make for glory, but because he suffers as a 
Christian. Professing himself a Christian, 
known as a Christian, drawing upon himself 
the fires of persecution as a Christian, the 
name itself is an object of hostility and obli- 
quy, yet he is not ashamed; he glorifies God 
in this name. 

A man in one of the persecutions for the 
faith in the second century was brought 
before a heathen magistrate. The charge 
against him was that he was a Christian. 
"What is your name?" demanded the judge, 
"Christianus sum; I am a Christian," was 
the answer. 

"What is your country?" "Christiaoos 
sum," "What is your business?" "Chris- 
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tianus sum." "How dare you refuse to 
swear by the emperor?" "Christianus 
sum." And through torture until death to 
every question this was the answer: "Chris- 
tianus sum!" 

In ten thousand instances, before the gazs 
of gloating, excited, breathless multitudes, 
these disciples stood. Hungry lions, eager 
for their prey, were held in narrow cells that 
opened on the bloody arena. Again and 
again was life promised if this name should 
be denied, and again and again was the 
answer borne over the vast auditorium to 
the ears of the multitude and of the emperor, 
"Christianus sum" — "I am a Christian!" 
Myriads of them, fathers, mothers, young 
men, maidens, tender children even, as they 
gaze upon tiers on tiers of brutal faces, and 
hear the wild cry, "Christiani ad leones!" 
"Christiani ad leones!" — "The Christians to 
the lions!" — ^unflinchingly, steadily confess 
and deny not. Martyrs to the truth; dying 
nnder the fierce onslaught of wild beasts; 
smoking, blazing, when daubed with pitch 
and lighted as torches for Caesar's festivals, 
they glorified God in this name. 

Again, Paul preaches before a royal audi- 
ence — Agrippa, the Roman governor, 
Festus, Bernice, the chief captain, and prin- 
cipal men of Cffisarea, With his chains on his 
limbs, he stands in the midst of his splendid 
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audience and preaches Jesus and the resi]r> 
rection. He appeals to the prophecies. He 
declares his Apostleship. He moves his 
auditors until with polished compliment 
Agrippa exclaims, "With but little persua- 
sion thou wouldst fain make me a Chris- 
tian." — Acts 26: a8. 

Lifting his hands aftet the manner of the 
Greek orators of his day, with equally 
gracious courtesy, the apostle answers; "I 
would to God that whether with little or 
with much, not thou only, but also all that 
hear me this day, might become such as I 
am save these bonds." — Acts 16: ag. 

Is not the name Christian recognized here 
as the Scriptural title for the Lord's people? 
Does not Paul own himself a Christian, and 
desire that Agrippa, Festus, Bemice, all 
that hear him, princes and nobles, and 
soldiers, and slaves, might be Christians, as 
he was proud to he ; and for the whole world 
of his day, and for every age, was not this 
his heart's desire and prayer to God? Shall 
the followers of the Christ be called after 
Paul or Apollos or Cephas? "Is Christ 
divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were 
ye baptized in the name of Paul?" — I Cor, 
1 : 12, 13. Christ said, "On this rock I will 
build my church" — the church of Christ, the 
Christian church. The church is "the bride 
of the Lamb," and shall she wear the name 
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of the Bridegroom's friend, John the Bap- 
tist; or of the Bridegroom's servant, Luther 
or Wesley or Campbell? Shall she wear 
any other than the Bridegroom's name? Is 
this not broad, catholic, unsectarian, 
divinely authorized, precious, above every 
name, and under its ample folds may not all 
the divided force of Immanuel stand iinited? 

Men say foolishly there is nothing in a 
name, and quote Shakespeare's word about 
the rose. Call such a man a fool, a thief, a 
liar, and he will soon convince you that there 
is something in a name. Let an officer of 
the law approach him and say, "In the name 
of the commonwealth, I arrest you," and he 
will realize there is something in a name. 
Call a Roman Catholic a Protestant, a 
Lutheran a Presbyterian, a Baptist a Metho- 
dist, and they will settle the question at onc& 
that there is something, after all, in a name. 
When Napoleon Bonaparte sprang forward 
in the face of a storm of shot and shell at the 
bridge of Lodi, and, seizing the standard, 
shouted to his quailing veterans, "Napoleon 
commands that the bridge be taken!" there 
wag something in a name. 

There is much every way in party names. 
There is pride in them; there is power in 
them — power to divide and exclude, and to 
perpetuate division and exclusion. They^ 
are partisan, unscrlptural, unapostolic. "I 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOglC 



154 Bible Doctriae 

pray you," said Luther, "do not call your- 
selves Lutherans, but Christians. Cease to 
cling to these party names and distinctions. " 
"I thank God," said a pious man, "that in 
many respects I am a Methodist, I thank 
God that in some respects I am a southern 
man, but I thank God that in many more 
respects I am a Christian." "Would to 
God, ' ' said Wesley, ' ' that all sectarian 
names were forgotten!" "I haven't a dol- 
lar to spare in making Congregationalists, " 
said a distinguished preacher before the 
American Board, "but who wouldn't give 
all in mission work to make Christians!" 
"I thank God," exclaimed a Presbyterian 
minister during the Moody meetings in 
Washington, "Biat Mr. Moody is making 
neither Presbyterians, nor Baptists, nor 
Methodists, but simply Christians!" "I 
would not surrender my denominational 
name for the world," declared a distin- 
guished speaker before one of the interna- 
tional Christian Endeavor conventions, 
"No, not for the world, but for Christ's 
sake, I will gladly surrender it!" 

What do these testimonies mean? They 
proclaim the beginning of the end of the reign 
of party names. They show the feeling that 
these denominational titles are weak, need 
excuse, are barriers in the way of the full 
truth of the gospel, and full triumph of the 
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cross. They show the dawn of the 8ge of 
Christian union, co-operation, love. 

Rbvibw: What is the power of names? Their sig[- 
nificEDCe in Scriptures? What of the use and pronil- 
nence of the name "Christian"? How did it originate? 
Where first used and how given? What other names 



tian? How used by Agrippa? Give testimonies. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

THX UNION OF THE LORD'S PEOPLE 

Christian union is the one high, clear note 
of this latter half of the nineteenth century. 
The need of it is pressing, the desire for it 
deep, the prayer for it fervent, the plea for 
it powerful beyond anything that marks our 
present day Christianity. Nobody now 
praises God for divisions. Such praise 
could be rendered to only one being named 
in the Bible, and we are not called to give 
thanks to Beelzebub. Internally, Christen- 
dom must be more irenic if externally it 
would be more aggressive, is a world-wide 
sentiment. The flowing tide is with union, 
the ebb is with divisions. 

Originally the church was one. "And 
when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. " 
— Acts 2: I. "The multitude of them that 
believed were of one heart and of one souL ' ' 
— Acts 4:33. "There is one body and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling; one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism, one God and Father of all, who Is 
above all, and through all, and in you all." — 
Eph, 4: 3-6. "A new commandment I give 
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unto you, that ye love one another," said 
Christ, and it became a proverb among the 
heathen; "See how these Christians love 
one another!" 

This was not a spiritual unity which men 
could not see or feel or understand, but a 
unity, practical, organic, visible, and vital, a 
unity known of all men, a unity by which in 
three centuries primitive Christianity con- 
quered the empire of the C^sars. 

To-day the church is divided. The curse 
of the Corinthians rests upon Christendom. 
One hundred and forty-three varieties of 
Christianity are pressed upon the Ameri- 
can people. Sectarianism with its hellish 
brood, selSshness, competition, envy, hate, 
error, confusion, slander, distrust, wealtness, 
waste, disintegration, and death, stalks 
abroad. A kingdom divided against itself 
claims to be the Kingdom of the Prince of 
Peace. A church split up into separate and 
often hostile camps urges upon men the 
gospel of unity and fraternity. A body torn 
into fragments figures as the one body and 
undertakes work which Christ taught could 
be accomplished only by the oneness of 
believers. The world believes not, devils 
laugh, the pious grieve, and angels weep. 

No longer is it necessary to urge the need 
of union. The question comes to all lovers 
of the Lord Jesus: Why may not the church 
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be one to-day as in the age of the Apostles? 
What can be done to remove the sin and 
manifold evils of division and to promote a 
closer and more effective co-operation in 
evangelizing the world? 
■ Two things are necessary: A loyal recog- 
nition to the fullest Scriptural extent on the 
part of all believers, first of the authority of 
Jesus Christ, and secondly, of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ Christian Union means union 
visible, organic, working, and effective in 
Christ and under Christ of those in vital 
union with Christ 

"All authority, " said Jesus, "is given onto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them into 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you." — Matt aS: i9-jo. The early Chris- 
tians were made Christians under this com- 
mission. Where two or three were gathered 
in His name, assembled by His authority, 
there He was in their midst. Christ must 
be recognized as "head over all things to 
His church." — Eph, 1:3a; 4:15. On earth 
we behold Him vested with power to reveal 
God, annonnce the law of reconciliation, 
herald His Kingdom, call out and sanctify a 
people as the elect of God, send forth 
apostles to proclaim the gospel, administer 
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the ordinances, and establish the church, 
and subdue all nations to His scepter. In 
heaven we see Him clothed with all 
authority to send down the Holy Spirit, lift 
up His followers thither, judge mankind," 
crown His saints with immortality and 
eternal life. The whole theme of the gospel 
is His Kingdom and reign. The govern- 
ment is upon His shoulders, and He is abso- 
lute monarch of all angels, authorities, and 
sovereignties, celestial, terrestrial, and in- 
fernal; a royal majesty crowned and 
throned upon a thousand, thousand heights. 

Full scriptural recognition of this supreme 
authority means the acknowledgment of 
Christ alone as King and Lord, Prophet and 
Priest, Center and Comer Stone of His 
church, and the rejection of every human 
basis as a ground of union for the people of 
God. "Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid which is Jesus Christ" — I 
Cor. 3:11. "There is one Lord." 

What has been the history of the past? 
Christ has been dethroned. Human 
authority has been projected within the 
sphere of the authority of the Lord Jesua. 
An assumed right of dictation in matters of 
faith and practice has been ascribed to 
fathers, councils, creeds, and church courts, 
and party lines have divided the Lord's 
hosts, party names distinguished them, and 
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party Shibboleths determined their position. 
The Protestant principle, "The Bible, the 
whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible," 
has been ignored. Every school set up its 
standards, directly opposed to each other 
often, each calling its symbols "standards 
of orthodoxy," until it came to be a difficult 
problem to know what was orthodoxy, 
unless every man may say: Orthodoxy is my 
opinion of Christian doctrine, and hetero- 
doxy is your opinion of Christian doctrine as 
it differs from mine! 

Coming nnder the supreme authority of 
Christ, the creed basis of the church will be 
Christ. Christian union can be effected only 
upon the one comer stone laid in Zion, A 
divine Person must be the object of our faith 
and love, and the theme of our preaching, 
and not a system of doctrines. Said Mark 
Hopkins of creeds; "They displace the Per- 
son of Christ from its proper central position 
as the bond of union among Christians. 
This is the bond, and the only bond, and 
union through creeds is out of the question. " 
Said Jesus in answer to Peter's declaration, 
"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God": "On this rock I will build my 
church, " Here is the one, original, inspired 
creed of Christianity in a single article: "I 
iDelieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
the living God ! ' ' With one voice will all the 
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multitudes of Christendom speak to the 
world if Christ only be preached. The 
Apostles preached "the Christ," "earnestly 
testified that Jesus was the Christ," "deter- 
mined not to know anything but Christ, and 
Him crucified"; and this was the secret of 
their triumph, Christ was preached, a per- 
sonal Savior, and not opinions or traditions 
of men. It is a living, loving, trusting sur- 
render to the Ixird Jesus Christ that brings 
the soul into a state of reconciliation with 
God, makes a man a Christian, introduces 
him into the one body, exalts him to the 
fellowship of all other Christians. 

Bring men to Scriptural oneness in Christ 
and will not all questions about matters 
indifferent settle themselves? Unity of faith 
and not unity of opinion is the need of 
Christendom. Oneness in Christ and not 
uniformity of dress or ceremony. Union 
upon Christ, and not union upon Martin 
Luther, or John Calvin, Emanuel Sweden- 
borg. or James Arminius. Christ is the 
heart of Christianity. Obedience to Christ 
is better than orthodoxy, and to hearken to 
Christ than all the creed-faith in the uni- 
verse. "There is one faith." 

Accepting Christ as the sole authority in 
religion, the Church of Christ will be 
restored with all its functions as in the 
beginning. Upon the truth that Jesus was 
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the Christ, one church was founded. Where 
to-day is this one body, this primitive Chris- 
tian institution? Which one of the existing 
religious denominations can claim to be the 
original Church of Christ? Does even the 
largest and most powerful of these organiza- 
tions, representing themselves by the one 
hundred and forty-three names reported in 
the United States census, publish itself as 
the Church of Christ? 

Nor could any confederation of sects repre- 
"Sent the one body. Christian union must be 
union in Christ, and not a league of parties. 
In but one way can unity be achieved — not 
by a reformation of existing schools; not by 
returning to Geneva or Rome or Constanti- 
nople ; not even by going back to the church 
of the early centuries after Christ, but by 
beginning again at Jerusalem, by a restora- 
tion of the Apostolic order, by a return in 
letter and spirit, in principle and in practice, 
to the original basis of doctrine and life. 

Is it not practicable? Were not the early 
believers "baptized into one body"? Did 
not the most conflicting classes and nation- 
alities come together in the beginning in 
this divine institution — Jews and Samari- 
tans, who had lived side by side in deadliest 
enmity; Jews and Gentiles, who for ages 
had been at variance and cast out each olher 
as dogs; Greeks and barbarians between 
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whom existed the bitterest hostility; rich 
and poor, bond and free; all reconciled to 
God and to each other, and sitting together 
in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus? 

Jesus pleads, saying, "Neither pray I for 
these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word; that 
they all may be one ; as Thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in Thee, that they also may be 
one in us: that the world may believe that 
Thou hast sent me, " — Jno, 17:20, 21. 

Would Christ ask an impossible thing? 
Paul condemns every violation of the law of 
unity. "Whereas there is among you envy- 
ing, and strife, and divisions, are ye not 
carnal and walk as men." — I Cor. 3: 3. "Is 
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? 
or were you baptized in the name of Paul?" 
— I Cor. 1:13. **I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
ye all speak the same thing, and that there 
be no divisions among you ; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind, 
and in the same judgment." — I Cor, i: 10, 
Would Paul denounce divisions if union 
were impracticable? Departures from the 
simplicity that is in Christ are responsible 
for more unbelief, discord, schism, and 
wrong than all other causes combined; and 
however humiliating to present-day ecclesi- 
asticism may be the surrender of time- 
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honored do^ftnas and speculations, it is a 
thousand times better that we cease to go on 
blundering and come back to the only true 
source of authority in religion, and so to 
Apostolic foundations and Apostolic unity, 
"There is one body," 

Submitting to the divine authority of the 
Lord Jesus, and ignoring all other, the 
ordinances will be kept as delivered to the 
church in the beginning. 

To the disciples Christ gave the last 
supper, saying of the loaf, "Take, eat; this 
is my body ; this do in remembrance of me. 
And after the same manner the cup, sajring, 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in memory 
of me." — I Cor, ri : 24, 35. To the disciples 
He gave the commission, saying: "Go ye, 
and make disciples, baptizing them. "^Matt. 
38: 19. 

Over the first of these ordinances there is 
little controversy. According to the testi- 
mony of the wisest teachers of Christianity, 
the primitive practice of the church was 
weekly observance of this memorial feast, 
and to the Lord's Table all the Lord's 
people were welcome. Over the second, 
shameful conflicts have torn the church. 
And yet there is common ground here upon 
which Christians may come together. Let 
all accept that which they agree to be the 
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original expression of this institution, and 
there need be no longer strife. Acting 
under the authority of Christ only, the ques- 
tion is, what is the baptism authorized by 
Christ? What was the action commanded in 
the commission? Who was subject to it, and 
why? Let the appeal be to Christ, not 
usage, not convenience, not church coun- 
cils, but to Christ. We may take His 
example. All the way from Galilee He 
journeys to be baptized of John "in the 
Jordan river," "and straightway coming up 
out of the water' " the spirit descended upon 
Him. We may take His words, "Except a 
man be bom of water, and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the 'Kingdom of God." 
"He that believeih and is baptized shall he 
saved," We may take the Apostolic inter- 
pretation of the commission, which is the 
only divine warrant the church has to-day, 
or has ever had for administering this ordi- 
nance. To believers only they say, 
"Repent, and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins." The believing penitent 
they command, "Arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away your sins." To the believ- 
ing penitent, obedient disciple, they declare, 
"Ye are washed, ye are justified, ye are 
sanctified," — Acts 2:38; 23:16; I Cor. 6:11. 
And when we ask how this action was per- 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOglC 



i66 Bible Doctrine 

formed the answer is, "Buried with Him by 
baptism; planted in the likeness of His 
death, and raised in the likeness of His res- 
urrection," — Rom. 6:4, s. 

Whatever controversy there may be in 
regard to the baptism of infants, the sprink- 
ling or pouring of water in baptism, or in 
respect to the purpose or design of bap- 
tism, one action, and one alone, is accepted 
by all Christians as valid Christian baptism, 
the immersion of a believer in Christ into 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. And waiving all authority but that 
of Christ, returning in all our faith and prac- 
tice to the primitive institutions as given by 
Christ, is it not possible for the unity of the 
church to be secured m respect to the ordi- 
nances of Christ? Is not Christian baptism 
essential to union with Christ, according to 
the universal teaching of the creeds, and 
must it not, therefore, be essential to the 
Union of Christians? Would the one bap- 
tism be reckoned by the inspired Apostle 
with the one Lord and the one faith unless 
an important item of the inspired and 
infallible ground of union, and unless any 
change, perversion, or substitution in respect 
to either subject, action or design would be 
a source of dissension and faction? "There 
is one baptism." 

The second condition essential to the 
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union of Christians is a loyal recognition on 
the part of all believers of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ. This is not a question to be 
approached in the spirit of bitterness and 
strife. It is possible to be hitteriy sectarian 
in its advocacy. Certain ones in Corinth 
held even the name of Christ in a factional 
spirit No process of compulsion can ever 
bring unity. No party can effect it by lift- 
ing up its standard and saying, "We are the 
people!" No union will ever stand that is 
not Christian. 

Recognizing the Spirit of Christ, we will 
pray for union. The spirit of union is the 
spirit of prayer. We want to depend more 
upon God and less upon onr own plans and 
d^ussions and overtures. Heaven has a 
part here, and nearness to God must pro- 
mote the nearness of Christians to each 
other. 

Entering into the Spirit of Christ, we will 
recognize our Lord's disciples, wherever 
they are, as brethren, "I am of the church 
of all saints, and all saints are of my 
church." All spirit of bigotry, narrowness, 
exclusiveness is opposed to the spirit of 
unity. No plan of Christian union can ever 
succeed that does not respect every man's 
liberty in Christ No spirit can ever com- 
mend itself as the spirit of Unity that is not 
as broadly Catholic as the Spirit of the 
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Master here on His knees, serving as High 
Priest of all the race. 

Controlled by the Spirit of Christ, we will 
be willing to sacrifice for the cause of unity. 
Jesus is on the way to Gethsemane. The 
shadow of the cross is upon Him. Self is 
upon the altar. He is about to give His life 
for His brethren. Such must be the Spirit 
o£ unity. 

Moved by the Spirit of Christ, we shall 
above all else love our brethren. The spirit 
of sectarianism is the spirit of hatred; the 
spirit of unity is the spirit of love. The 
13th of 6rst Corinthians must go with the 
17th of John in accomplishing the union of 
Christendom. The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace. 

Rrview: Wha.t is tbepositionof thisttaeme in pres- 
ent day thought? Describe condition of early church. 
What IS it now? What two things essential to union? 
Recognizing the supreme authority of the Christ, what 
will be the creed? The church? The ordinances? 
What does the spirit of Christ involve? 
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